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Edited By Priests For Priests 


WE SALVATORIAN BROTHERS 


WOULD LIKE fO1SEND nyo 
A COMPLIMENTARY DESK COPY 
©F OUR 82 PACE 


BROTHERHOOD BROCHURE 


IN COLOR 


Perhaps tomorrow a young man will seek vocational guidance — 


Brother Maurus del Rey, S.D.S., Director of Brothers Vocations 
1735 Hi Mount Blvd., Milwaukee 8, Wisconsin 


Dear Brether: I would like to have a personal copy 
of your Brotherhood Booklet. 


REV. 
PARISH 
STREET 


Gliby: ZONE ZO VAUE 


MAY WE SEND YOU OUR BOOKLET TODAY? 


*Reg. U. S, Pat. Off, 


Plan NOW for your 1959 


FAIR SHARE™ FUND CAMPAIGN 


10 reasons why our ‘Fair Share’ Plan* 
of fund-raising is the best for you! 
1. Our ‘Fair Share’ Plan* is the most lastingly successful from the 
Catholic spiritual standpoint, as well as the financial. 


2. Our ‘Fair Share’ Plan* is liked by the Laity. (A cheerful, satisfied 
donor fulfills his pledge!) 


3. Our ‘Fair Share’ Plan* is adaptable to diocesan, parish and institu- 
tional needs. 


4. Our ‘Fair Share’ Plan* is adaptable to a 20 months pledge period, 
a 24 months pledge period, a 30 months pledge period, or 36 months 
pledge period. When one 36 months pledge period will produce suffi- 
cient funds, two or more campaigns of shorter pledge periods are 
never recommended! 


5. ‘Fair Share’* Campaigns are successfully completed in six to twelve 
weeks, depending on the number of prospects and the territory to 
be covered. The average parish campaign takes six weeks. 


6. The experts, each and every one, who conduct ‘Fair Share’* Cam- 
paigns are heartily recommended by satisfied clients. 


7. In our ‘Fair Share’ Plan,* the collection system is simple and effec- 
tive with a follow-wp maintained for the duration of the payment 
period. 


8. The expenses of a ‘Fair Share’* Campaign are held to a minimum. 


9. In our ‘Fair Share’ Plan,* the most money is obtained for a reason- 
able fee. The fee remains the same regardless of the amount of 
oversubscription. 


10. The ‘Fair Share’ Plan* provides for either an increased income or a 
capital fund campaign. The scope of experience and the success 
of the ‘Fair Share’ Plan* cannot be matched by any other firm. 


CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN “FAIR SHARE? 
AND ASSOCIATES A 

314 East 51st Street ‘ 
Kansas City 12, Missouri 
Telephone: Plaza 3-4155 


NSAS CITY, MISSOURI 


Ku 
THOMAS RICHARD FINN 
AND ASSOCIATES 


* Registered U. S, Pat, Off. 
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GOOD ADVICE, FATH ER, 


on the highways or in "the church, 
particularly when fund-raising is involved. 


Every fund raising campaign is a double opportunity to 


1: 


Create a capital fund for 
a designated purpose. 


. Increase weekly parish income. 


So we suggest . . . Proceed with Caution. Examine 
the records of the organization you are considering. 
Ours are always open to your inspection. 


WRITE OR TELEPHONE COLLECT 


cOMPANY 


ECOLESTASTICAL 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS 
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TO EITHER OF OUR OFFICES 


MIDWEST 

821 No. Karlov Ave. 
Chicago 51, Illinois 
BElmont 5-7055 


WEST COAST 

3450 Geary Boulevard 

San Francisco 18, California 
SKyline 1-8600 


uUrvente 
Reet 


For Your Information 


HE NC-News Service has ad- 
vised Catholic editors against 
giving stress to the fact that the 
premiership of the new autono- 
mous republic of the French Congo 
has been entrusted to Abbe Ful- 
bert Youlou, mayor of Brazzaville, 
capital of the republic. 

Secular news dispatches have re- 
peatedly referred to Father You- 
lou as a Catholic priest. This is 
essentially true and he wears a 
cassock. But we have been in- 
formed that the Abbe has been in 
difficulty with his bishop since 
1956, when he permitted himself 
to be presented as a candidate in 
the legislative elections, despite 
a formal prohibition against it. 

Now the newspaper Le Monde, 
of Paris, reports that the premier 
has been suspended by the Church 
from the exercise of his priestly 
functions. 

Reports from the Congo printed 
in France say Abbe Youlou has 
been known to carry a revolver in 
his pocket, and is surrounded by a 
militant bodyguard which is armed. 

The paper says the Abbe has not 
been careful to disassociate himself 
from the propaganda of a bizarre 
religious sect which seems to have 
significant political influence in 
the Congo. It also asserts that 
some of those surrounding the 


POPULAR 


Schwan 
Travel 


Guides sy 


BY HELICON PRESS 


All Guides are abundantly illus- 
trated, multicoloured maps, ex- 
tensive index. 


LOURDES AND 
CATHEDRAL TOUR 


Paris, Chartres, Reims, 


Amiens 


“In our opinion no other available 
guidebook in English is so author- 
itative and compact a Cicerone, 
every page of it crammed with art 
history and other help.’ 
—AMERICA 


ROME 


“This is about 
the most com- 
plete available 
guide to the 
oly City aa 
so ricnty infor- 
mative.”’ 


—JUBILEE 


BELGIUM 


To appear April 10th covering the 
whole country, its culture, points 
of interest and practical traveling 
information. 


CENTRAL ITALY 


A guide to the whole region — 
Florence, Assisi, Perugia, Siens, 
Pisa, etc. 


ALL GUIDES $1.50 each 


At all bookstores and travel agents 


Helicon 


Press 


Baltimore 27, Md. 


SALAS, 
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Abbe have gone so far as to claim 
publicly that he is the successor 
and envoy of the founder of this 
sect. 

The sect propagates the cult of 
Andre Matswa, a visionary whom 
some have called almost a sorcerer. 
His disciples have sought to pre- 
sent his as a new incarnation of 
Christ. Presently, they place Mat- 
swa in a strange trinity, comprised 
of Matswa, Christ, and a fetish 
called Ngol, a deification of Gen. 
de Gaulle. Devotees of this cult 
are reported to be increasing daily 
among the native population of the 
Congo. Their credulity is such that 
in the legislative elections of 1956, 
some 35 per cent of the ballots in 
the urns in _ Brazzaville were 
marked with the name of Matswa, 
who had been dead for 14 years. 

Perhaps the most direct rival of 


THE PRIEST 


THE PRIEST is published monthly b 
Indiana. Printed’ in U.S. A. Entere 


Subscription Prices: 


To members of Catholic clergy and religious in the United States, $4.00 per 
year, $10.00 for three years, $15.00 for 


age .50 per year additional. 


APRIL, 1959 


“Take heed to thyself and to thy teaching: 
doing, thou wilt save both thyself and those who hear thee.” 
First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy (iv. 16) 


Our Sunday Visitor, Inc., at Huntington, 
as second-class matter December 20, 1944, 
at the Post Office at Huntington, Indiana, under the act of March 3, 1879. 


Fulbert Youlou is a native, Zeph- 
yrin Lassi, who has been a worker, 
a ship trimmer, and an acrobat, 
and who in 1948 proclaimed tha 
one night he heard the voice o 
“the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

This mixture of pseudo-Chris 
tianity and sorcery is reported t 
be spreading beyond the frontier 
of the French Congo and to hav 
invaded the Belgian Congo, prion 
to the recent riots in Leopoldville 
Reports indicate that Christianit 
is being distorted and the distor 
tion exploited. 


Highway Signs 
For Churches 


A highway sign in full color id 
being made available to pas; 
tors throughout the United States 


VOL. 15, 


be earnest in them. 
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For in se 


ive years. Canadian and Foreign post- 


To seminarians, $3.00 per year. 


Editorial and Business Staff: 
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Statesman-priest, soldier, 
scholar, Vatican emissary 
to the capitals of the world, but 


ABOVE ALL 
A SHEPHERD 


POPE JOHN XXIII 


By Uco Groppr and Jutius Lomsarpr. An 
intimate and revealing portrait of the man who guides 
nearly 500,000,000 souls, a dramatic account of the events that led to his election, 
and a valuable summary of the tasks and challenges now facing him. With 24 
| historic photographs. Written by Ugo Groppi, former member of the Vatican 
| Secretariat of State, in collaboration with Dr. Julius Lombardi, head of the 
Language Dept., Seton Hall University. $3.95 


A Memoir of St. Thérese 
By Her Sister 


By StsteR GENEVIEVE OF THE HOLy 
Face. Intimate notes of St. Thérése that 
her sister made during her lifetime, 
statements she prepared for the beatifi- 
cation and canonization, and reminis- 
cences she has recorded since. IlIlus- 
trated, $3.50 


The Following 
of the Saints 


Miniature Lives of the 
Saints for Daily Meditation 


Compiled by HENRY SEBASTIAN 
BowpbeEN. Revised by DONALD ATT- 
WATER. This famous work of practical 
devotion has been brilliantly revised 
for present-day application. ae Pe 


Catherine Labouré 
and the Modern 
Apparitions of Our Lady 


By OMER ENGLEBERT. A study of the 
modern apparitions of the Mother of 
God. starting with the vision of the 
Miraculous Medal to Catherine 
Labouré. The author sees in each ap- 
parition the confirmation and restate- 
ment of the Gospel Message. $3.95 


Now at your bookstore 


P, J. KENEDY & SONS 


In Canada: Thomas Nelson & Sons 
(Canada), Limited 


Retreat Notes 


For Religious 


By Epwarp LEEN. Basic reflections for 
an eight-day retreat. $3.50 


Storm Out of Cornwall 
By S. M. C. A colorful and absorbing 
novel of the Cornish uprising of 1548, 
known as The Prayer Book Rebellion. 
By the author of Brother Petroc's 
Return, $3.75 


Nine Sermons of 
St. Augustine on 


The Psalms 
Translated by EpmuNbD HILr. A re- 
markable new translation, close to the 
colloquial form in which they were 
originally delivered, revealing great 
humanity and relevance for our time. 

$3.50 


Heaven 


By J. P. McCartny, S. J. What we 
know of heaven, as revealed through 
Scripture, tradition and the writings of 
the Fathers. $3.00 


Saints and Ourselves 
Third Series 

Edited by PHILIP CARAMAN, S. J. 

Twelve of England’s most gifted au- 

thors write sensitive, moving studies of 

their favorite saints. $3.50 


SACRA- KIT 


YOU need this practical 


Portable Sick Call Set 


for these reasons... 


@ Designed by a priest for use in 
hospitals, homes and emergencies. 

@ Ideal for Communion calls and 
administering the Last Rites. 

@ Tough, attractive leatherette fab- 
ric covers Sacra-Kit’s durable wood 
construction. Velvet lined. Last for 
years but won’t show its age! 

@ Compact: 11%4x10%"’x4” overall. 

@ Pull-out drawer provide instant 
access to your Ritual and stole, 


plus purificator, cotton receptacles 


and other sick call needs. 


® Complete with removable crucitix, 
two giass-enclosed candles, exclus- 
ive design spill-proof ablution cup, 
linen cloth and holy water bottle 
‘ . EVERYTHING you need al- 
ways at your fingertips! 

® Satisfaction guaranteed! 


Ideal gift for priests anytime! 
only $29.75 complete 
F.0.B. MINNEAPOLIS 


or order from your local 
church goods dealer 


———— MFG. BY ——_- 
L. A. CALHOUN CO. 
4020 ELLIOT AVENUE 
MINNEAPOLIS 7, MINNESOTA 
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and Canada for uniform identifil 
cation of their churches and the 
hours of Mass. 

The Catholic Digest, of S 
Paul, Minn., announced that i 
is offering the signs in an effor 
to provide easy-to-identify mar 
ers of Catholic churches every 
where for the motoring publi 
Distribution of the sign, whic 
measures eight by four feet, if 
being handled under a pla 
which requires no capital inves 
ment or outlay. 


Father Paul Bussard, publishe 
of the magazine, said he believe 
this is the first time unifor 
signs have been made availabl 
to Catholic churches. The si 
idea took form last year while h 
was driving with some friend 
through Minnesota, North Dako 
Montana and up into Saskatche 
wan. Passing through town afte 
town, they noticed the absence 
markers for Catholic churches. 

Since then, more than 700 of 
the brilliantly colored signs hav 
been placed on highways acros 
the country and have drawn “e 
tremely favorable response,” F 
ther Bussard said. 


The sign carries the Chi Rh 
ancient Christian symbol contain 
ing the first two letters 
Christ’s name in Greek. It is cor 
structed of laminated plywoo: 
with the words in Scotchlite fo 
easy readability at night as wel 
as during the day. - 


Caution! 


tickets, payments, nor 
ments for bingo games can lega)} 


this new pamphlet 
makes it EASY 


for everybody 
to participate 
in the MASS! 


Here at last is a pamphlet that helps 
everyone participate in the Mass! Pub- 
lished by the Paulist Fathers to imple- 
ment the decree of Pope Pius XII call- 
ing for greater participation of the 
laity in the Mass. Compiled by Rev. 
Joseph R. Foley, C.S.P., Director of the internationally- 
famous Paulist Choristers of New York, and by the dis- 
tinguished Doctor of Music, Frank Campbell-Watson. 


e EASY TO FOLLOW! sale @ EASY TO HANDLE! 48 
tains basic repertory of or inary pages, size 334” x 6” — easy 
ehants: ant edabtedste abe within to hold, to carry, to distribute in 
easy singing range. 

pews. 
@ EASY TO USE! Complete » Easy TO AFFORD! Only 


Ordinary of the Mass_ included. 
People iver need to turn page  !9c a copy, $8 per 100, $70 per 


in middle of response or prayer. 1000. 


Room 510 
401 West 59th Street 


New York, 19, N. Y. 8 
Send me ___- copies of The People’s 

Mass at $8 per 100, $70 per 1000, 

Bill me later. 


SEND THIS COUPON FOR IMMEDIATE SUPPLY! 


CEFR PR a a eS a ee ee 
SHUTS AE Ieee Arcane Ral Re tb AR Se SI 2D b> SAE 1S 


STEYR Ge a2 ONE fh aE ee a 
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Holy Communion 
For The Sick 


A leaflet with all needed 
prayers 
for the priest 
for the sick person 
for the family 


Enables all to take part. 


Has imprimatur. 


SAMPLE ON REQUEST 


PRICES: 


100 for $2:00 / 300 for $4.50 
500 for $6.25 / 1,000 for $10 


SAINT PATRICK PRESS 
1461 MARKET STREET 
HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


Beautiful 35MM Color Slides 


LOURDES 


Centennial Set 


HOLY LAND 


(Splendid Interiors and Exteriors) 


POPE JOHN XXIil 


Fatima, Lisieux, Miraculous Medal, St. 
Chapelle, Ars, Chartres, Padua, Assisi, 
etc. Canonization of Pope Pius X, 
Mass in St. Peter’s in presence of Pope 
Pius XII, Lives of Christ and Mary, 
Rome and Roman Basilicas, Vatican, 
Italy, Paris, Spain, Ireland, Austria, 
and many other outstanding color 
slides. For FREE 172-Page Illustrated 
Catalog “D” to Priest readers, write to 


ARGO SLIDES 
116 NASSAU ST. 
NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 
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ly be sent through the mails be-| 
cause of the Federal anti-lottery | 
law. | 


Arthur E. Summerfield, in a 
statement, said the prohibition ap- 
plies whether the word “bingo” 
is used or not on the mailed mat- 
ter. “If the matter in fact relates 
to a lottery, it is a violation of 
Federal law,” he said. 


Mr. Summerfield said his state- 
ment was issued because of a} 
“marked increase in questions: 
about bingo as a lottery.” He also) 
stressed that a lottery is not ex-! 
empt on the grounds that it is 
for a worthwhile purpose. 


Marie Rose Ferron 


HROUGH NC-News we are in- 
formed that here and ther 
throughout the country attemp 
have been made to start a devo- 
tion to Marie Rose Ferron, some 
times called “Little Rose,” an al- 


leged stigmatist who died in 
Woonsocket, Rhode Island, 22 
years ago. 


We are also informed that it i 
the desire of the Most Reveren 
Ordinary of Providence, Rhod 
Island, in which See Woonsocke 
is situated, to stop the spread o 
these attempts. 


The case of Marie Rose Fer- 
ron has been under the scrutiny 
of the Bishop of Providence an 
his Chancery for some time. 
commission set up for the pur- 
pose has been investigating the 
case over the years. To date, th 
findings of the commission hav 
not been favorable to the cult, we 
are told. 


WHEN DOES A PRIEST 
NEED LIFE INSURANCE? 


Whenever a priest has close 
relatives or a special institution 
in whose support he is 
interested, life insurance 

can help him. 


For priests and for lay brothers 
in the teaching profession, life 
insurance represents one of the most 
secure savings plans available 

today. For example: A $1,000 
Ordinary Life policy with Ministers 
Life when taken at the age of 30, 
will, at age 60, have accumulated a 
cash value of $486 in addition to 
providing 30 years of insurance 
protection. 


Also, as a priest or lay brother, you 
are a select risk and entitled to special low 
rates. Providing you have a good health record 

and are under age 45 a $5,000 policy can be issued 
without medical examination. You need only mail 
the coupon below to receive complete information... 


Ministers Life Board of Directors includes Rt. Rev. Msgr. George E. Ryan, Rector of 
St. Paul Cathedral and Rt. Rev. Msgr. Thos. Shanahan, librarian at St. Paul Seminary, 


MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION 


11753 W. Lake St., Minneapolis 16, Minnesota 
In Canada: 30 Bloor St. W., Toronto 5, Ont, 


Please send me information on Ordinary Life [[] Endowment [] 
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The Catholic Church 
Invites You 


by James V. Linden, S.J. 


THIS IS a different book. The 
theme is ancient — a plea for 
unity in Christ’s Church. The 
author’s treatment and approach 
are new. Frankly, Father Linden 
has written his little book to help 
prospective converts. But he tries # 
to avoid the term ‘‘converts.’’ He 
looks on those outside the Cath- 
olic Church as his brothers and 
sisters who ‘are away from home.” 
He invites these warmly and blunt- 
ly to come back home. 


In the interests of simplicity the 
author reduces the reasons for his 
invitation to one — the necessity 
of unity in the true Christian 
church. His arguments are brief, 
clear, and shorn of formality. 
They are valid for both Protestant 
and Jew. 


The Catholic Church Invites You # 
offers the sort of help many 
priests have looked for. Here is 
inspiration for the manner of ap- 
proach to the inquirer. This is a 
book which the priest can give to 
any and all of His children whom 
Christ invites to take the long 
way home. $2.50 


At yeur bookstore 


B. HERDER BOOK CO. 
15 & 17 S. BROADWAY, 
ST. LOUIS 2, MO. 
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What He Really Said 


FOLLOWING are excerpts from 
an article, written by Fletche 
Knebel, in the March 3 issue 0 
Look magazine, which quotes Sen) 
John F. Kennedy of Massachu 
setts: 

“Whatever one’s religion in hi 
private life may be,” he says, “fo 
the officeholder, nothing takes 
precedence over his oath to up 
hold the Constitution and all it 
parts—including the First Amend 
ment and the strict separation o 
church and state. Without refer: 
ence to the presidency,’ he adds 
“T believe as a senator that th 
separation of church and state is 
fundamental to our American con 
cept and heritage and should re? 
main so. 

“T am flatly opposed to appoint 
ment of an ambassador to th 
Vatican. Whatever advantages i 
might have in Rome—and I’m no 
convinced of these—they woul 
be more than offset by the di 
visive effect at home. 

“The First Amendment to th 
Constitution is an infinitely wis 
one. There can be no question of 
Federal funds being used for sup- 
port of parochial or private 
schools. It’s unconstitutional un- 
der the First Amendment as in- 
terpreted by the Supreme Court. 
I’m opposed to the Federal Gov- 
ernment’s extending support t 
sustain any church or its schools. 
As for such fringe matters a 
buses, lunches and other services, 
the issue is primarily social and 
economic and not religious. Each 
case must be judged on its merits 
within the law as interpreted by 
the courts.” 

According to Mr. Knebel, au- 


CATHOLIC MUTUAL 


welcomes 


yy 


sls a 


rox i, 
7, 3) : 


Another Diocese in the Northwest, Great Falls, has 
chosen Catholic Mutual as their sole supplier of insurance 
for all Parish and Diocesan properties. 


Would you like to learn more about this 70- beat old 
non-profit Central Church Insurance Fund? 


CATHOLIC: MUTUAL RELIEF SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
. Dedicated to. the Temporal. Needs. of .the. Church ; 
BOX 1155 OMAA I, NEBRASKA ‘ , 


THE FINEST 


... by a completely Catholic Staff 
MORE CLIENTS: 2700 INSTALLATIONS SERVED — 


~ MORE SUCCESS: $250,000,000 RAISED 
MORE CASH: 92% CASH COLLECTED ON PLEDGES 
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thor of the article, “Kennedy 
notes that he has opposed a num- 
ber of positions taken by Catholic 
organizations and members of the 
hierarchy. He attended non-Cath- 
olic schools, from the elementary 
grades to Harvard. In Congress, 
Kennedy favored aid to Yugosla- 
via, aid to Communist satellite 
states and the naming of Dr. 
James B. Conant as our first am- 
bassador to West Germany. Some 
Catholic groups opposed the first 
two, and Catholics generally bri- 
dled at Conant because of his op- 
position to parochial schools as 
perpetuating a dual educational 
system he believed unhealthy for 
America. 


“What would Kennedy say in 


an attempt to quell fears that 
Catholicism and the presidency 
don’t mix? In a capsule, his 
theme is that religion is personal, 
politics are public, and the twain 
need never meet and conflict.” 


Change of Name 


T was in 1955 that The Grail 

Magazine began to specialize 
in subjects dealing with marriage | 
and family life. Each month it | 
has four areas which it covers as | 
thoroughly as space permits—hus- | 
band-wife relations, parent-child | 


relations, relations of the family 
and society, and finally relations 
of the family with God. Finally 
it dawned upon the editorial staff 


Ryan - West 


BANKNOTE 


COMPANGS 


Ecclesiastical Engravers & Printers 


Write for | 


specimens Invitations, menus 


and prices 


Designers of Coats of Arms and Seals 
Engravers & Printers to Bishops, Priests, 
Catholic Colleges and Institutions 


and programs for sacerdotal jubilees, 


centenary celebrations, episcopal consecrations and installations. 
College Diplomas and CG 


Christmas Cards of special design. 


We shall be glad to suggest proper copy, design and format. 


ommencement Invitations. 


new address: 


Telephone: BARCLAY 17-4370 
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3 hig ‘dress’ CASSOCK 
specials! (esr 


s s ufacturer — SAVE the 
LC  Middieman's Profil 


N OW >2.9°0 to *A1 We “ academic Baga) and 


hoods for graduations and special 
occasions. Write for rental prices 


SEND FOR SAMPLE FABRICS 
BROCHURE & CATALOG 


@ Ready to wear... designed for 
Priest and Seminarian. 


® Hand-tailored features . three 
deep back pleats, black celanese 
lined body and sleeves. 


@ Made of color fast, wrinkle and 
moth resistant Ripple Cord Rayon 
at. $29.50 or Rayon Tropical 
weave at $33.50. 


Albs 
Surplices 


Cassock 
Vests 


Cinctures 
Collars 
Birettas 


Church 


Furniture 


SEND FOR MEASURING CHART 


Roman Cassock, 564X. .$29.50 
Roman Cassock, 548X.. 33.50 NOW AVAILABLE 
Roman Cassock, 504X.. 37.50 REGULAR JESUIT 


Pews 


Altar 
Appointments 


Semi-Jesuit, 564X.. 32.00 HABIT #548X 
Semi-Jesuit, 548X.. 37.00 TROPICAL WEAVE Silver, Brass 
Semi-Jesuit, 504X.. 41.00 $3750 and Gold 


Uinctures not included. 


Black Northcool Repel’o’tized Suit. . .$35.95 
Black or Oxford Gray All Wool Suit. . 55.00 


Black Gabardine Top Coats ........ 50.00 ROMAN #9002 


Send for a Free Catala 


fo “ere DEPT. 63 listing over 6000 item 


including all wearing ap 
parel for the clergy. 


Eisicnsl: wc 000, 


821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 
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THE MASS: 
OUR TREASURE 
Mother Agnes Mary Schmitt, R.C. 


New “‘first Missal’’ which gives 


children a real grasp of what 
Mass is, its structure, and the 
theme of each part. Unusually 


clear and simple, uniquely fine 
illustrations. 50c 


THE SINGING 
CATECHISM 


A novel, delightful, approvéd way 
of teaching the basic lessons in 
song. Ask about the record al- 
bums. 


BOOKSTORES OR DEPT. 4-2726 


St. Anthony Guild Press 


PATERSON, N. J. 


Neat, Modern, Thro-Away 


“CHAPLAIN” 
COLLARS 


CNE LOW PRICE 
4 dozen for $5.00 


Be neat, comfortable, and SAVE money! 
Only one style; double-ply and reversible. 
No wilting, no fraying, no hot synthetic 
look. When fresh-look fades, just throw 
collar away! Front 154” packed flat, per- 
fect for travel! If in doubt, specify shirt 
collar size. Money Back Guarantee. 
Postage prepaid in U.S.A. 
Sorry, No C.O.D. 


Westport Fibercraft Co., Westport, Conn. 


| enclose $5 for FOUR DOZEN “Chaplain” 
style collars in the size cireled below: 


144%. 15 15% 16 16% 17 17%, 
Names. 4 tthe bo 2 Ae eee 
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that a 
since the magazine had under- 
gone a thorough transformation. 


new name was in order | 


So when you hear of something | 


called Marriage we want to ad- 
vise you that this is the succes- 
sor. An interesting feature for 
our readers: Marriage has a spe- 
cial service which it offers to 
priests which it calls Priests’ 
Wedding Gift Account. Any priest 
may open one of these accounts 
and obtain subscriptions to Mar- 


riage for the couples he has in- | 


structed, or any couple for that 
matter, for $2.00 a year. This is 
a one-dollar reduction from the 
regular subscription price. Once 
a priest has opened a Wedding 
Gift Account, he is sent two sets 
of cards. There is one set of gift- 
announcement cards which he can 
personally sign and give to the 
newly married couple telling 
them that he has entered a sub- 
scription to Marriage for them. 
The other set of cards are sub- 
scription blanks which he fills 
out and sends to Marriage maga- 
zine. They keep an account of the 
subscriptions that he enters and 
the priest is billed every three 
months. Sample copies are availa- 
ble if you write to St. Meinrad, 
Indiana. 


The Cardinal 
Mindszenty Foundation 


WE have been asked by Father 

C. Stephen Dunker, C.M., to 
announce the organization of the 
Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation 
with headquarters at 7510 Delmar 
Blvd., St. Louis 5, Mo. As a mis- 
sionary in China, Father Dunker 
saw the Reds take over that un- 


s fines eienati church bell ringing 
| fy Ge ee : 
ELECTRIC BELL RINGERS 


Angelus rings automatically 


Bells for all services rung electrically. . 
full 168-hour automatically controlled pro- 
gram. Hand ringing is entirely eliminated. 
Present bells used. 


VERDIN ELECTRONIC BELLS 


AMERICA’S MOST BEAUTIFUL BELLS! Full- 7 
throated pure tones of great bronze bells. | 
Inspiring bell music for church and com- 4 
munity .. . at moderate cost. Completely 
automatic... full 168-hour program. Key- 
board Console optional. 


VERDIN BRONZE BELLS 


Cast by outstanding bell craftsmen to give 
you perfection in pitch, overtone, depth, 
and intensity. Absolute accuracy of note. 
Available in single bells, peals, chimes, 
and carillons. 


THE I. T. VERDIN COMPANY 
555 Dandridge St. * Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


“The Bell Ringers of America’ 
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happy land and hence he knows 
from first-hand experience that 
“it can happen here.” 


From 1931 to 1951 Father Dun- 
ker worked in the Diocese of 
Yukiang, Kiangsi, which happen- 
ed to be the cradle of Commu- 
nism in China. There in the late 
1920s and early ’30s, Mao Tse- 
tung and Chou Teh were busily 
organizing Red conspiracy which 
20 years later was to enslave one- 
fourth of the world’s population. 
During the early years of his mis- 
sionary experience, he had several 
narrow escapes from Red gun- 
men. He saw Communism grow 
to maturity and was still at his 
post in 1949 when the Chinese 
Communists, armed by Russia, 


completed their conquest of Chi- 
na. 

For 27 months Father Dunker 
saw this heresy in action. He saw 
how the police state was orga- 
nized. He personally witnessed 
the regimentation of the entire 
population, the mass indoctrina- 
tion, forced confessions, the phony 
“agrarian reform,’ the execution 
of property owners, persecution | 
of religion, and the slander and | 
torture of priests, brothers, and | 
nuns. 

Under house-arrest for eight 
months, he went through six days | 
of third-degree interrogation, was} 
before the ‘People’s” Court five 
times, threatened with execution, | 


Continued on page 346 


STERLING — >=. 


CHALICES 


Beautiful artistry and skilled workmanship give dis- 
tinction to each Chalice in Shreve’s extensive selection. 
Prices (including paten and case) range from $125. 


SHREVE’S 


Established 1852 


Write for our 
Catalog 


SAN FRANCISCO 8 
CALIFORNIA 


LIGHT WEIGHT... 
WRINKLE RESISTANT 


A handsome garment of fine 
tropical weave, Although 
half-lined its remarkable 
lightness recommends it for 
year round wear in all but 
torrid climates. Features in- 
clude breast and side pockets, 
brush braid edging on hem. 


SEMI-JESUIT 


No. 395 JDC 
ageenel $46.50 
$39.50 


OTHER READY-TO-WEAR TOOMEY CASSOCKS 
CLERIC CASSOCKS 


Royon Gabardine with Nylon . . . . . - = . . «Roman 340 CCG 31.50 
Semi-Jesuit 350 JCG 36.50 
Pomercrepe.. xc #2 Slats Seo Sees olan i aS -sRomeaen (290. CCC 39:50 
Semi-Jesvit 360 JCC 46.50 
Sippiedl Woded) 5s.) sts e = = whic 2 y+. 2 @ ROMOn 320 CCW S995 


i- i 7 W 69.9 
UTILITY CASSOCKS Semi-Jesuit 370 JCW 69.95 


CombediPoplin® svecr agree oho alas cl Gosh) s hae 2d eee Roman=300.UC (39/50 

i i 1 0 
THE ZEPHYR CASSOCK Semi-Jesuit 310 JUC 23.95 
Celanese: Sharkskin. sg i se ice 3 ls) o Mais tn 8 - « «Roman 380 ZC 19.50 
Moditied Jesuit 385 JZC 23.95 


All models and motorials can be hed in the following sites excep! Utility Cossocks eveileble 
only in 62"-60"-58" ond $5” lengths. 
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Collar Collar 


BACK LENGTH |CHEST 34|CHEST 32 


Base of Collar Collar Collar Collar Collar Collar 
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200 ANSWERS 


n twelve booklets 


A MINIATURE MARRIAGE LiBRARY 


Monsignor J. D. Conway answers ques- 
tions on love and dating, engagement, 
keeping company, modesty, marriage out- 
side the church, the rhythm, marriage: 
Catholic and non-Catholic, marital life, 
birth control, mixed marriages, divorce, 
marriage cases. These are real questions 
from people who want to know the Cath- 
olic viewpoint on these subjects. 


SPECIAL 


a. 


postage paid 


payment with 
order please. 


Be informed .. . talk with authority. 


Contents originally published at $3.75. 
Now available for this special price. 


Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, Indiana 
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Beyond Deney 


S BECAUSE everyone except 

the most myopic apologist 
agrees that American schools 
suffer from grave deficiencies, 
and because many earnest citi- 
zens are groping for solu- 
tions .. . ’’ We can break the 
quotation here since it does not 
affect our argument. These 
were the opening words which 
Theodore Brameld employed in 
a hostile review of Education 
and Freedom (New York, Dut- 
ton, $3.50) authored by Admiral 
Rickover, father of the atomic 
submarine. 


Even this much brought us 
up short. We know a priori 
that Brameld would be opposed 
almost to every page of Rick- 
over’s study, which takes a 
frank stand in favor of tradi- 
tional education and which, ac- 
cordingly, stresses an adequate 
knowledge of matters pertinent 
to the modern world. But what 
we were hardly prepared for 
was the extraordinary admis- 
sion by Professor Brameld of 
serious weaknesses in Ameri- 
can education. 


Both Brameld and Arthur 


Bestor had submitted reviews 
of the book to the New York 
Times which pacifically ran 
both in adjoining columns in its 
issue of February 1, 1959. Bes- 
tor liked the book: Brameld 
loathed it—we expected both 
reactions. The only thing that 
tended to puzzle us was just 
why Brameld went so far in 
criticizing modern American 
education. We are accustomed 
rather to violent broadside de- 
nunciations from these people 
of any unwary critic who chal- 
lenges the Four Square Gospel 
of Progressivism, Life Adjust- 
ment, The Custodial Theory of 
education and contemporary 
educational Sociologism. 

As we were to learn little by 
little, Brameld had an axe to 
grind: he thinks that the mod- 
erns are not modern enough 
and that the great god Dewey 
must himself be ‘“reconstruct- 
ed.” The work of Arthur Bes- 
tor we knew earlier and fairly 
well both at first and second 
hand. Professor at Northwest- 
ern University, he is_ best 
known as author of Educational 
Wastelands which contains 
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among other observations this 
challenging statement so irri- 
tating to those some of us like 
to call educationists since we 
are not quite ready to admit 
that they are educators: “Am- 
erican intellectual life is 
threatened because the first 
twelve years of formal school- 
ing in the United States are 
falling more and more com- 
pletely under the policy-mak- 
ing control of a new breed of 
educator who has no real place 
in—who does not respect and 
who is not respected by—the 
world of scientists, scholars, 
and professional men.” Profes- 
sor Brameld, now at New York 
University, formerly of the 
University of Minnesota, a “life 
adjuster” and “reconstruction- 
ist,’ could hardly find in his 
heart any deep and abiding af- 
fection for a man who writes 
like that. To make it worse, 
Rickover considers Bestor a 
prime authority who “to my 
knowledge, has never been re- 
futed by the educationists in 
any point.” 
The Supreme Value 

But what was bothering Pro- 
fessor Brameld, besides this? 
We set about finding out and 
what we found was not at all 
reassuring as we shall try to 
explain as we go along. First 
let us hear from Brameld fur- 
ther. He attacks Admiral Rick- 
over for being anxious over the 
question of freedom and for 
pleading for the right to en- 
gage in free research without 
in any way in his proposed 
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curriculum preparing for. 
“either experimental or philo- 
sophical grappling with the. 
complexities of this supreme 
value.” In similar fashion he 
objects that the admiral sees no 
reason “why children should 
learn the meaning of demo- 
cratic freedom by participating, 
deciding and planning to- | 
gether.” He is dismayed that 
Rickover makes no explicit 
place or provision “for inten- 
sive study of the great contro- 
versial issues of our day— | 
problems of race discrimina- 
tion, say.” It is not our purpose | 
to defend Rickover, who can 
well take care of himself, as he 
has proved by now, but to cite 
the position of Brameld to 
which we will return later. Of 
course, his words have a fine | 
ring to them; what they may 
seem is another matter. We will 
have to look into the professor’s 
past as into a kind of context 
to elucidate his meaning. 


The record shows that Theo- 
dore Brameld has been, at the 
least, socialist minded for a 
long time, contributor in the. 
past to a magazine incongru- 
ously called Frontiers of De-— 
mocracy and to another out-. 
and-out Marxian quarterly, Sci- 
ence and Society. With the aid 
of a study made available by 
the late Hon. Paul W. Shafer of 
Michigan, entitled Is There a 
“Subversive” Movement In the 
Public Schools?, we found a. 
great deal of other things about. 
the professor. These we have. 
supplemented with the aid of. 


April BEYOND 
Mortimer Smith’s The Dimi- 
nished Mind, and The Public 
Schools in Crisis which Morti- 
mer Smith edited and to which 
Frederic Lilge contributed an 
important chapter called ‘‘Rea- 
son and Ideology in Education.” 
With George Counts, Harold 
Rugg, John Childs, Norman 
Woelfel and lesser names, Bra- 
meld belonged to the group of 
Social. Reconstructionists who 
despaired of the American way 
of life in the Thirties, kissed 
capitalism and private enter- 
prise goodby, and began to plan 
the Brave New World of so- 
cialism. Counts, as is well 
known, made a public about- 
face, and the others have tend- 
ed to subside since the days of 
their jeremiads, 


This program at its mildest 
was stated thus by Dewey’s 
early ally, William Kilpatrick: 
“A fundamental remaking of 
our economic system seems ne- 
cessary so that men shall no 
longer be compelled to work 
against each other but may 
rather be permitted and en- 
couraged—and if a recalcitrant 
minority requires it, be com- 
pelled—to cooperate for the 
common good.” The model was 
often Soviet Russia. In its ty- 
ranny the earlier Counts could 
find “an idealism and a driv- 
ing passion for human better- 
ment which contrast strangely 
with the wide-spread cynicism 
of the United States.” Dr. Bra- 
meld was not to be overshad- 
owed by his contemporaries. 
“We need,” he wrote in Fron- 
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tiers of Democracy, “a design 
for tomorrow ... We need a de- 
sign where nature’s goods at 
last are consciously, collectively 
controlled by the majority of 
our people.” After all, as he 
put it in Social Frontier, “Real- 
istically minded teachers might 
profit by greater acquaintance 
with Marx.” Not a Marxian as 
such, Brameld pointed out that 
“Several of his basic postulates 
are likewise those of a consid- 
erable group of progressive 
educators”: such things as the 
profit system being the root of 
all evil, the necessity for class 
struggle, and the possibility of 
violence which “should not be 
characterized categorically as 
immoral under all circumstan- 
ces.” 


The Mysterious Plebiscite 


True that all this happened 
rather long ago and that the 
bubble-head of those days must 
have learned something—how 
much we shall not try to eval- 
uate. One might, however, ser- 
iously wonder now what Bra- 
meld could mean by “freedom,” 
“intensive study of great con- 
troversial issues” and the like. 
For the fact remains that the 
professor has maintained an in- 
consistent point of view with 
great consistency. In 1935 this 
open-minded thinker believed 
that teachers who wish to con- 
duct their activity ‘within the 
school and without in behalf of 
the collectivist ideal must in- 
fluence their students, subtly if 
necessary, frankly if possible, 
toward acceptance of the same 
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position.” In 1950 with the pub- 
lication of Patterns of Educa- 
tional Philosophy he repeats 
much the same old themes. He 
still pretends to be a great be- 
liever in democracy but the 
meaning he gives the term is 
bizarre. There is something he 
calls ‘‘consensus” which he of- 
fers as a criterion of truth; he 
says that “the truth of those 
experiences most vital in the 
social life of any culture is de- 
termined by the extent to 
which they are agreed upon by 
the largest possible number of 
the group concerned. Without 
this factor of consensus, the ex- 
perience simply is not true.” 
This makes Protagoras sound 
like an absolutist! Man is not 
the measure of all things but 
rather the plebiscite. 


There is a highly important 
qualification to be attached to 
what seems to be a democratic 
process gone “hog wild.” The 
reconstructionist is to use the 
schools to mould minds and to 
arrive at particular consensus 
which he desires. As Smith puts 
it pungently, in other words he 
is all for what the majority 
wants after he has had the op- 
portunity to mold the major- 
ity’s desires. Democracy, in- 
deed! The individual loses his 
identity in the group mind; his 
very identity is an obstacle that 
must be transcended: “There 
is required, in addition, a re- 
vitalized ‘group mind’ function- 
ing as both ends and means... 
Discipline . . . becomes the 
agreed-upon acceptance of or- 


THE PRIEST 


April 


derly procedures through which 
groups unite in systematic ef- 
forts to articulate and to attain 
their goals ... (The minority), 
while free to advocate, to criti- 
cize, and to persuade if pos- 
sible, is required to accept 
whatever rules are deemed ne- 
cessary to and established for 
group solidarity and accom- 
plishment.” 


Both the church and the 
home must be prepared to re- 
linquish their authority. Bra- 
meld is careful not to say so 
but he would draft the chil- 
dren for schooling of sorts 
after the first twelve months, 
or where the foolish mother re- 
mains full time with her chil- 
dren, this schooling could be 
optional until the age of about 
three and one-half years— 
‘While the mother’s care is or- 
dinarly needed, also, this 
should be supplemented by ex- 
pert guidance in habit forma- 
tion, for example, during these 
crucially formative years.” 


Like all socialists the state 
assumes a central part in his 
thinking, though the state like 
democracy usually escapes any 
significant definition. Brameld 
would advocate the formation 
of a Federal Education Author- 
ity to carry out the following 
minimum blueprint: “An edu- 
cational system (a) supported 
heavily by federal taxation, 
supplemented by local resour- 
ces, and controlled by the serv- 
ice state; (b) offering com- 
pletely free universal education 
from the nursery _ school 
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through the university and 
adult levels; (c) gearing cur- 
riculums, teaching, guidance, 
and administration to the pur- 
poses of the economy of abun- 
dance, service state, scientific 
society, and esthetic order; (d) 
bringing newspapers, radio 
chains, and other instruments 
of public enlightenment into di- 
rect cooperation with education 
and under similar controls.” 


This is a pretty gruesome pic- 
ture and one can only shudder 
at the prospect of our educa- 
tional system and our children 
falling into the hands of tyrants 
like these. It may seem to the 
author of Patterns of Educa- 
tional Philosophy that this is 
“the philosophy of magnetic 
foresight” and “the dawning 
outlook” which solves all prob- 
lems by “future-looking.” Bra- 
meld writes in his own turgid 
and emotional prose, “In our 
modern era, men struggle to 
realize certain purposes—pur- 
poses that need not remain 
forever elusive and undefined 
but that can and must be 
‘spelled out’ as magnetic, defi- 
nite targets of co-operative hu- 
man effort. Fused together, 
they are capable of generating 
the intense white light of guid- 
ance and the heat of concerted 
democratic action toward a re- 
constructed culture.” 
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Birth Of A Nation 


This is the arrant dogmatism 
of a man who sets himself up 
against the experience of the 
ages. The ages he dismisses 
with a kind of sneer. Whatever 
bears the imprint of the past 
must be outmoded—these are 
synonymous expressions for 
him. There is, of course, no ser- 
ious effort made to discuss 
ideas, although, ironically, one 
might reach a real consensus in 
such a proven way. An exam- 
ple of the offhand cavalier re- 
jection is afforded by his treat- 
ment of Plato and Aristotle, 
who, he hints, are conniving 
aristocrats bolstering up their 
caste system of special privi- 
lege with specious and adven- 
titious metaphysics. As for their 
actual political ideas, they are 
asserted (another assertion) to 
be “one of the most destructive 
influences in history.” No time 
to offer proof; we must be off 
to attend the birth of a new 
nation! 

Poor John Dewey, in what- 
ever place of rest he occupies, 
must have taken a long slow 
second look at what he unin- 
tentionally begot. True, he had 
problems with the reconcilia- 
tion of the individual and so- 
ciety. Everyone does. Or almost 
everyone. But not Theodore 
Brameld. — G.J.G. 


Are We Crowding Limbo? 


GERALD H. FITZGIBBON, S. J. 


T is not an exaggeration to say 
that about two or three out 
of every ten pregnancies are 
lost some time between concep- 
tion and that of a normal, liv- 
ing birth — frequently during 
the first few months. This 
means in round numbers that 
where eighty baptisms are reg- 
istered annually in a _ parish, 
there are twenty or thirty — 
certainly ten, according to the 
norm of available published 
statistics —- which are not reg- 
istered. These are the cases 
where there was no baptism, 
those of the “lost” souls of the 
‘tiny people” who never had a 
chance because of ignorance or 
lack of alertness on the part of 
others who could have helped 
them attain their eternal des- 
tiny. The accuracy of the pro- 
portion will be verified, I am 
confident, by any experienced 
nurse or doctor, especially by 
those in the fields of gynecology 
and obstetrics. View the pro- 
portion (2 or 3 out of 10) in the 
thousands or more, and the fail- 
ure of so many little ones to en- 
joy forever the Beatific Vision 
becomes a very vivid and dis- 
turbing thing. 
Ordinarily a priest does not 
hear of these accidents, particu- 
larly when the embryo is quite 


Father FitzGibbon teaches at 
the Creighton University in 
Omaha. 


Millions of 
unbaptized embryos 


small. Some parents, not know- 
ing that a miscarried embryo 
can be baptized, do not even 
suspect that it must be. Usual- 
ly nothing is done; and if so, 
there is often cause for grave 
or reasonable doubt about the 
validity of the emergency bap- 
tism conferred. Granted that the 
essential form is correctly and 
audibly pronounced (an _ es- 
sential which needs verification 
in each case), it happens fre- 
quently enough that water is 
poured over the amniotic sac 
which still envelops the fetus, 
and not over the fetus itself; 
which means of course there 
was really no baptism. 
Normally there is a time-lag 
between the loss or expulsion of 
the fetus and real death. This 
can be a matter of hours or 
even days. There are usually no 
“signs” of life —~ a fact in itself 
not significant: the fetus has 
been living within the uterus 
for weeks and months, always 
of course without breathing and 
for some time without heart ac- 
tion. But from the moment of 
conception there has been a 
vital principle — and life. In 
the seed planted in the garden, 
even before it is planted, there 
is a vital principle and life, 
though the “signs” of life ap- 
pear only later and gradually. 
Ordinarily the only certain 
sign of real death, the absence 
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of a vital principle in anything 
that was living, is advanced de- 
composition or general putre- 
faction, indicating that the mat- 
ter is no longer informed by a 
principle of life. Merkelbach, 
Cappello, Noldin-Schmitt, et al. 
insist on this criterion of gener- 
al putrefaction as the only one 
applicable in the case of a mis- 
carried fetus. It applies like- 
wise to an adult, because not 
until the cells of the body have 
broken down and decomposed 
is there certainty, really, of 
there no longer being a vital 
principle. (The word, “ordinar- 
ily,” was used above. A note 
presently about the effect of 
formaldehyde, embalming, etc.) 


Apparent Death 


A distinction must be made 
then between apparent (or 
medical or clinical) and real 
death. The former means cessa- 
tion of heart action and pulse: 
the latter, the absence of the 
soul. We may still be inclined 
to think of the soul’s departure 
as occurring with the last 
breath or a few moments later; 
or, we tell ourselves, there can 
be no question about real death 
when in the absence of heart 
tones or pulse a doctor official- 
ly declares that death has taken 
place. This is a statement as to 
medical or clinical or apparent 
death. And it is official: the 
person will not breathe again. 
But the doctor does not pretend 
to pronounce on the exact time 
of real death. He leaves this to 
the psychologist, the biologist, 
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the pathologist. And none of 
these specialists would call it 
real death in an ordinary situa- 
tion when, though the heart has 
stopped, the organs and cell 
structure of the body are still 
intact. Artists at times have pic- 
tured the sick room and the 
“flight of the soul” in the pres- 
ence of dear ones who, kneel- 
ing at the bedside, have just 
seen the dying person breathe 
his last. This may be art, but it 
is not science. 

With reference to baptism 
and the miscarried fetus, the 
law of the Church definitely 
states that “care should be tak- 
en that every fetus born pre- 
maturely, no matter at what 
stage of pregnancy, be baptized 
absolutely if life is certain; con- 
ditionally, if life is doubtful.” 
(Canon 747) 

Note: lLet’s read again 
through the canons (745-754) 
which appear in the Code under 
the title, “De Subjecto Bap- 
tismi.” We did it in the sem- 
inary; but then perchance we 
wondered speculatively and 
curiously why the Church 
should be so explicitly concern- 
ed about the rare and the ex- 
traordinary. Perhaps we have 
learned since that, though seem- 
ingly extraordinary, the rare 
cases are not infrequent. Only 
two or three of the ten canons 
deal with the “ordinary.” 


At Home 


When a miscarriage occurs in 
the home, commonly the em- 
bryo is not baptized. If not 
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flushed into the sewer, it is dis- 
posed of with refuse; or some- 
times (at the suggestion of a 
doctor otherwise well informed 
and conscientious) it is burned. 
If fairly large, the fetus is 
sometimes buried. (Medical 
terminology classifies as an 
embryo a product of conception 
during the first three months 
after conception, thereafter as 
a fetus.) 

In a non-Catholic hospital it 
seems that the not uncommon 
procedure is to burn the embryo 
or small fetus in the incinerator 
— although it is sometimes sent 
to the medical laboratory first. 

In Catholic hospitals the 
embryo is normally sent to the 
medical lab pending disposal, 
usually (it is hoped) by burial. 
Meanwhile, it may be retained 
in the refrigerator. In the latter 
case it is well to realize that the 
oncoming of general putrefac- 
tion — and the certainty of real 
death — is naturally delayed 
somewhat . . Or again, the 
fetus may be preserved tem- 
porarily, or at times permanent- 
ly, in formaldehyde or formalin 
or alcohol. What about real 
death in cases like this? 

An embryo which has been 
immersed in and subject to the 
action of formaldehyde or for- 
malin for a number of days is 
in all probability really dead. 
When this impenetration has 
reached all the cells of a body, 
all vital activity is permanently 
arrested or “fixed”? — the indi- 
vidual cells no longer take in 
energy from without or give off 
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waste products — 
in a hard-boiled egg. 

However, due to the fairly 
slow rate of penetration by the 
usual hospital laboratory pre- 
servatives like formalin and al- 


cohol, vital activity of the in- | 


ternal organs may remain un- 
affected by the preservatives 
for fairly long periods of time. 
Moreover, we know that the 
rate of tissue death from na- 
tural disintegration varies from 
type to type of tissue, and is 
conditioned by extrinsic factors 
such as temperature and hu- 
midity. And so it is evident that 
in the absence of general de- 
composition no certainty can be 
had as to the actual time of the 
cessation of vital activity in es- 
sential organs — even in in- 


stances when the fetus may | 


have been totally immersed in 
preservatives for periods rang- 
ing from several minutes to a 
number of hours or even days. 


But on the other hand, when it | 


is known that the preservative 
has invaded the tissues of all 
organs, there is certainty of 
permanent arrest through fixa- 


tion of all vital activity, and | 


consequently of real death. 


Not Too Late 


The time-lag between actual 


miscarriage and real death, 


whether the former occurs in| 


the home or in the hospital, 
makes 


sis, does not necessarily mean 


and the | 
cellular proteins resemble those | 
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baptism possible and. 
hence obligatory. No “signs-of- | 
life,” it is repeated for empha- | 
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“no life.” And so as regards the 
need of conditional baptism 
there is no difference really be- 
tween a stillborn baby and a 
fetus not yet generally decom- 
posed. The expression, “‘gener- 
ally decomposed,” is used de- 
signedly: at times decomposi- 
tion may be evident on the out- 
side of the body without affect- 
ing the principal organs. We are 
thrown back again, therefore, to 
the norm of general or advanc- 
ed decomposition (or to the ef- 
fects of the action of formalde- 
hyde, formalin, alcohol for a 
number of days) as the only 
criterion which gives moral cer- 
tainty about the presence of real 
death. Regretfully, it must be 
said, there is no magical, 
mathematical formula. 

When in the case of an older 
person who has been dying for 
days and weeks and months the 
authors say “one or another 
hour,’”’ and four hours in the 
case of one in good health who 
dies suddenly from a heart at- 
tack, drowning, asphyxiation, 
and the like, they are merely 
giving average norms. We wish 
they would say, “If the person 
has been apparently dead three 
hours, twenty-one-and-a-half 
minutes, the soul has left the 
body and there is nothing more 
to be done.” They can’t say this: 
they don’t know. Nobody does 
— up to the time of general de- 
composition or to the time of 
the overall fixation by formalin, 
etc. And so, Father Healy says 
(speaking of Extreme Unc- 
tion): 
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The time norm merely in- 

dicates the amount of time 
after apparent death before 
general putrefaction usual- 
ly begins. In a particular 
case, if the general cor- 
ruption of the body has not 
as yet begun at a time be- 
yond these limits, extreme 
unction may be licitly ad- 
ministered. Even in cases 
of protracted illness the 
final cause of death is at 
times a sudden straining, 
a fall, or some other acci- 
dent. Apparent death then 
comes before the organs 
have been worn out. 


Conclusions 


In view of the data presented, 
one pleads for the timely in- 
struction of parents, nurses, 
doctors, and both parish and 
professional social workers, that 
they may be alerted to possi- 
bilities which concern the sal- 
vation of souls and be inform- 
ed exactly on what to do. 


The Holy Father, speaking of 
infants, says: “If, then, you 
consider that charity to one’s 
neighbor means helping him 
when necessary, (and) that 
this obligation is all the more 
serious and urgent when the 
good to be wrought or the evil 
to be avoided is greater and 
when the needy person is less 
capable of helping and saving 
himself, then it is easy to un- 
derstand the great importance 
of seeing that Baptism is given 
to a child deprived completely 
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of the use of reason, in giave 
danger or certain of dying.” 

He is emphasizing not only 
duty but, I think, alertness. But 
the nurse, the doctor, the social 
worker, the mother and father 
must know what to do. They 
must be instructed! The Church 
says: ‘“Curet parochus ut 
fideles, praesertim obstetrices, 
medici et chirurgi, rectum bap- 
tizandi modum pro casu neces- 
sitatis probe ediscant.” (Canon 
743) I think the word “probe” 
is significant. “Curet parochus 
ut ... probe ediscant.” 

I recall the cry of dismay of 
the young wife when she realiz- 
ed months later she had poured 
water over the membranes or 
fetal sac which still enclosed 
the little one, and so had not 
baptized the human being with- 
in the membranes. The dismay 
was there, partially at least, be- 
cause she had remembered (she 
thought) the careful (we hope) 
instruction given her on just 
such an emergency situation by 
her pastor before her marriage. 

As to instruction, let no one 
be deceived into thinking that 
once the matter has been quite 
clearly and completely explain- 
ed, it is for that reason clearly 
and completely known; and 
this, even though the party 
gives ready assurance he or she 
understands all about it. Can it 
be repeated back to you as 
exactly as it was explained? If 
so and only then, it is surely 
known; if not, it may not be. In 
baptism for example the 
procedure (water made to flow 
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over the skin of the head by the | 


same person who simultaneous- 
ly pronounces the form, audib- 


ly, at least in a whisper) — | 


and the words themselves of 
the form — all of them. 

In a recent test on the form of 
baptism given to forty student- 
nurses from seven or eight 
Catholic hospitals, nine of them 
failed to write the exact words 
of the form, and in such a way 
that in two cases one would 
wonder about the validity of 
the sacrament had they been 
used in actually baptizing. 
These were professional people 
who it is supposed had been 
taught. What of the ordinary 
layman, father or mother, who 
in an emergency situation is 
emotionally upset and has any- 
thing but the calm and reverent 
frame of mind of the priest con- 
ferring solemn baptism in the 
church? 


And so... 


Whereas, in a large propor- 
tion of families in the parish 
miscarriages do take place, es- 
pecially during the first months, 
and only rarely is it that any- 
thing is done about baptism; 

And whereas, it is not un- 
likely that there will be a pre- 
mature birth sometime during 
their married life in the case 
of the young couple about to be 
married; 

And moreover whereas, in 
any hospital of even medium 
size there very likely occurs at 
least one miscarriage case every 
two or three weeks (sometimes 


April. 


April 


oftener) —- wherein said hos- 
pital, if the fetus has not al- 
ready been disposed of, it may 
still be in the medical lab or, if 
large, in the morgue and still 
be capable of baptism; 


And whereas, though the per- 
sonnel in the non-Catholic hos- 
pital in the area may, one or 
another of them, be aware of 
the necessity of baptizing pre- 
matures and may know how to 
do it, still at best it is very 
much a hit-and-miss situation, 
such that in a given case noth- 
ing at all may be done; 


(Note: Don’t be “afraid” of 
non-Catholic hospital people; 
and don’t think they are not in- 
terested in helping Catholics. 
Get to know them. Be friendly 
and tactful. They have a lot of 
questions they would really like 
to ask you, but they won’t if 
you are aloof or defensive or 
“afraid” or seldom come 
around.) 

And whereas, in the Catholic 
hospital — even in the Catholic 
hospital — it is not uncommon 
to find nurses on the staff who 
have never been trained in 
emergency baptism other than 
to have heard a lecture or part 
of one on the subject; and that 
even here emergency baptisms 
in miscarriage cases frequently 
are not promptly reported to 
the chaplain or the priest-on- 
call, if they are reported at all. 

(He should know what goes 
on. The soul of a tiny one is, 
after all, like that of an adult, 
an immortal soul with an etern- 
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al destiny. He should be able to 
check the validity of an emerg- 
ency baptism administered per- 
haps by some poorly instructed 
nurse aide.) 


And whereas, in some hos- 
pitals therapeutic abortions 
(aborting the living but non- 
viable fetus in the supposed in- 
terests of the mother) are still 
done on occasion contrary, by 
the way, to the best principles 
of obstetrics now currently 
acknowledged by the best men 
in the field; 

And again whereas, in the 
school of nursing of a non- 
Catholic hospital or in the non- 
Catholic medical school in the 
city (perhaps in the parish) 
there is little if any formal in- 
struction given on emergency 
baptism, with little or no stress 
on its necessity ‘‘necessitate 
medii’” for infants (“Oh, it’s 
nice to baptize a dying baby,” 
it is said. “In fact it should be 
done; but it’s not strictly neces- 
sary unless of course the par- 
ents wish it: it makes them feel 


better.’’) ; 
And whereas, in maternity 
clinics cases of threatened 


abortion or miscarriage are en- 
countered constantly, and alert 
nurses can, if instructed, give 
private instruction to patients 
in due time so that they will be 
prepared for this spiritual 
emergency; 

Therefore be it resolved that 
“something ought to be done 
about all this!” 

Two small leaflets are print- 
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ed and available which give 
definite instruction for laymen 
confronted with these situa- 
tions, “ALERT in Spiritual 
Emergencies” and ‘Arps for 
‘Spiritual Care’ of the Sick.” 
The latter is so worded as to be 
quite acceptable to non-Catho- 
lics and usable with profit in 
public institutions. But the 
former, too, is welcomed and 
should be used _ preferably 
whenever possible. (Write to: 
The Varsity Print Shop, 524 
North 25th St. Omaha 31, 
Nebr.) 

It is suggested: 

(1) that a copy of the ap- 
propriate leaflet be got to each 
home; and that Catholic moth- 
ers and fathers, and mothers- 
and-fathers-to-be, be instruct- 
ed ‘“‘probe” in group meetings 
— particularly parent-teacher, 
Cana, sodality, etc., with the 
help if desirable of a well- 
informed nurse or doctor... 

(2) that emergency baptism 
procedure of the fetus be tact- 
fully but thoroughly and frank- 
ly explained in premarital in- 
SCLUCTIONS aa 

(3) that copies of the respec- 
tive leaflet be allocated at each 
chart desk and in the medical 
lab and in the doctors’ staff 
room of the hospital and be dis- 
tributed to hospital personnel 
— nurses, aides, doctors, in- 
terns. (Note: It thas been 
found very easy to make ar- 
rangements with conscientious 
nurses and doctors and medical 
lab technicians and pathologists 
(non-Catholics included) in 
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prematures receive at 
conditional baptism. But make } 
the arrangements now, ahead of 
time, in an organized way. Put- 
ting it off will mean losses.) 

(4) that thought be given to 
getting the leaflets likewise to 
fire and rescue squad and police 
and mortuary personnel, all of! 
whom are in peculiarly strate- 
gic positions in view of the) 
time-lag between apparent and 
real death. (Doing this is easy 
too and has been found to pay 
off.) 

Space does not permit the 
printing of all the contents of 
the leaflets, but below is an 
excerpt — the last page of 
SAEERT ae .’ the more com- 
plete version. 

EMERGENCY BAPTISM PROCEDURE | 

(Danger of Death — Risk in 
Delay — Unable to Get Priest 
— Witness or Two if Possible) 

I BAPTIZE YOU 

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, 

AND OF THE SON, 

AND OF THE HOLY GHOST. 

While pronouncing  these_ 
words audibly — at least in a 
whisper, pour water over the 
skin of the head (forehead). 
Have the intention to perform | 
the rite “as instituted by 
Christa One 

When a very small embryo 
is enclosed in membranes (the 
fetal sac) or in a blood clot, open 
the membranes or the clot, im-_ 
merse in water, look to make. 
sure water contacts the embryo 
itself, and by hand or with an 
instrument move the embryo 


| 
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through the water while say- 
ing the words, then remove the 
water .. .Always baptize unless 
there is advanced decomposi- 
tion or general putrefaction ... 
If no “signs” of life, use the 
words for conditional baptism; 
1.e., say first, “If you are cap- 
able of being baptized,’ and 
then continue with the words 
given above, “I baptize .. .” 
etc. 

Use the same words likewise 
for conditional baptism in any 
case where there is dowbt about 
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real as opposed to apparent 
death; about previous baptism 
—whether baptized at all or 
validly baptized before; about 
desire to receive baptism when 
the patient is one who has 
reached the age of reason. Pro- 
nounce the essential words at 
the top of the page after saying 
first: “If you are capable of 
being baptized .. .” 


Record baptism at once with 
chaplain or parish priest. 


KEEP HANDY 


De Valera’s Conscience 


His opponents say de Valera is Jesuitical. 


To prove this 


they tell an amusing but apocryphal story of his boyhood. 
He and another boy were told to buy a loaf of bread after 


school and to bring it home. This they did, each carrying a loaf 
under his “oxster.” As they walked home each began eating his 
loaf. As they neared home the other boy said: “We'll get into 
trouble for this.” They walked on. Then he said: “I'll say you 
ate mine. You say I ate yours. Then we won’t get into trouble.” 

“No,” said de Valera, “we can’t say that. It wouldn’t be 
true.” 

They walked. Then he said: “I know what to do. We'll 
change loaves.”—Dr. Halliday Sutherland, “My Irish Journey.” 


Convert- Workers’ Convention 
BENJAMIN F. BOWLING, C.S.P. 


T was needed for years. It 

finally came, a National Con- 
vention on Convert Work. 
Rather appropriately it was 
sponsored by the Paulist Fa- 
thers, dedicated to the conver- 
sion of America, and very time- 
ly held as the climax of the 
First Centennial Year of the 
founding of their community, 
at St. Paul’s College, Washing- 
ton, D.C., their major seminary. 

On October 21, some 100 
priests, a cross-section of those 
especially interested in convert 
work, assembled for the open- 
ing session. They came from all 
over tHe United States and from 
Canada. For almost three days, 
zealous members of the dioce- 
san clergy frankly discussed 
conversion methods with Paul- 
ists, Redemptorists, Jesuits, 
Dominicans, Franciscans, Ob- 
lates, and ten other communi- 
ties, 

After the opening address of 
welcome by the Very Reverend 
William A Michell, C.S.P., Su- 
perior General of the Paulist 
Fathers, Father John T. Mc- 
Ginn, C.S.P., editor of “Tech- 
niques for Convert Makers,” set 
the stage for the convention by 
his paper on “The Apostolate to 
non-Catholics Today.’ He out- 
lined the splendid work being 
done by priests in different 
parts of the country and urged 

Father Bowling was formerly 
director of Catholic Information 
Centers in Baltimore and Boston. 


—to discuss methods |} 


them to an informal discussion 
of their methods and techniques 
in reaching our non-Catholic 
friends. And for two days that 
is just what the good padres 
proceeded to have — a briskij 
series of papers. and informal] 
discussions on convert work. 
The main addresses will be} 
published later in a book of) 
proceedings. These talks are} 
appearing each month in) 
“Techniques for Convert Mak- 
ers.” Tape recordings of theif 
principal talks are being pre- 
pared at St. Paul’s College, es- 
pecially for use in seminaries. 
Meanwhile here are a few in- 
teresting highlights of the con- 
vention itself. 
A Letter to Non-Catholics 


Father Edward McLean of 
New Britain, Connecticut, after 
a most illuminating paper on 
parish convert work, replete 
with every modern visual aid, 
charts, etc., showed us a letter 
he personally sent to the non-— 
Catholic party of some 700 mix- 
ed marriages. This personal in- 
vitation to the inquiry class. 
proves to be his best means for 
recruiting inquirers. 

After all, mixed marriages 
are our most fertile source of 
converts. They are also a most. 
fertile source of lapsed Catho-. 
lics. What to do about them? 
Warn against them beforehand 
in pulpit and press. Stress their 
dangers and the wisdom of uni-_ 
ty of faith in the home; but Fa- 
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ther, when they actually come 
to you to be married, it’s too 
late for a tirade against mixed 
marriages—which often drives 
both parties away from the 
Church. Give them a kindly 
reception and explain that re- 
ligion in the home will be ei- 
ther a barrier to separate them 
or a bond to unite them. Hence 
a course of instructions (as 
long as possible) will be their 
very best guarantee of better 
understanding and happiness in 
their marriage. 


The Legion of Mary 


Father Frank Stone, Paulist 
Director of the Catholic Infor- 
mation Center in Toronto, de- 
scribed his effective use of the 
Legion of Mary. He has two 
Curias, both mostly composed 
of topflight converts who have 
taken special postgraduate 
courses to assist him in his con- 
vert work. These converts are 
hand-picked men and women— 
all holding rather important 
positions outside in their own 
right, and all possessing quali- 
ties of leadership. They act as 
helpful guides for the inquir- 
ers, are responsible for make- 
up classes, recommend appro- 
priate pamphlets and literature, 
and are invaluable in coaching 
inquirers in the devotional life 
of the Church. Through their 
contact with other Legionaries 
they help guide a stream of 
converts either to the Center 
or to Parish Inquiry Classes. 


A most interesting discussion 
followed on the wisdom of 
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using the talented lay people 
in our parishes, especially con- 
verts, to help us in our instruc- 
tion work. After all, foreign 
missionaries have been using 
lay Catholics for years! Why 
shouldn’t we use them at home! 


Explain Or Argue? 


Father Gerard P. Weber, 
well known leader in convert 
work in Chicago, and co-author 
of Life in Christ, tossed some- 
thing of a bombshell into the 
Convention when he criticized 
as outmoded, cold, and unnat- 
ural, some older catechetical 
and apologetical approaches in 
instruction. He pleaded with 
his fellow-priests to bring 
their courses to life by a more 
psychological approach. After 
all, he said in effect, Our Lord 
did not begin His public life by 
showing the five proofs for the 
existence of God; never tired 
out his hearers with majors, 
minors and conclusions; but 
rather made God, their heaven- 
ly Father, and His heavenly 
truths a glorious reality for 
them in simple words and ex- 
amples. Father Weber asked if 
there was not a disproportion- 
ate amount of apologetics and 
a neglect of Scripture and lit- 
urgy in our convert instruc- 
tions. 


Naturally, Father Weber got 
just what he wanted, lots of 
crossfire discussion! Con and 
pro, pro and con. But from it 
came home to most of us a 
deeper realization that religion 
is a life to be lived and not 
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merely a series of definitions 
and proofs to be learned. 

Needless to say, the discus- 
sion went on long after the 
public session was over, and 
much of it was not “sotto voce’ 
or “recto tono”! 


Some time later, I was talk- 
ing with the director of a very 
successful Information Center 
in New York. “You know that 
Father Weber from Chicago 
really started something,” he 
said. “We have always begun 
our classes with the proofs for 
the existence of God, and fre- 
quently noted a fall-off in at- 
tendance at the next class. The 
next series, I think Ill try the 
Weber approach—modified of 
course—and make that first 
class come alive with our fun- 
damental need for happiness, 
finding its infinite source in 
God, and the consolations of re- 
ligion.” 


The Colored Apostolate 


Archbishop O’Boyle of Wash- 
ington and his auxiliaries, 
Bishops McNamara and Han- 
nan—in luncheon and supper 
talks—all urged greater inter- 
est and concern for the Negro. 
These members of the _ hier- 
archy were not content with a 
conventional pa t-on-the-back 
for the delegates; they were as 
enthusiastic for the cause of 
conversions as the youngest 
priest at the conference! The 
Archbishop set the pace by 
pleading for interest in the Ne- 
gro, both as to his material and 
spiritual needs. Bishop Mc- 
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Namara stressed the obligation | 
of each priest to be a mission- — 
ary towards every soul within | 


the confines of his parish. 
Bishop Hannan, in a moving 
talk, pointed to the native mu- 
sical and dramatic gifts of the 
Negro. And he asked the dele- 
gates to consider the possibil- 


ity of prudent missionary and |f 


liturgical adaptations that 
would enable the Negro to ex- 
press his service and worship 
of God more in accord with his 
natural gifts. 


Follow-up For Converts 


Is our obligation to the con- 
vert fulfilled when we have ac- 
tually received him into the 
Church? Msgr. Leonard B. Nie- 
naber of Lexington, Kentucky 
doesn’t think so. That’s what 
he’s been saying for over 
twenty years. That’s why he 
founded the Guild of St. Paul. 
And that was the burden of his 
talk at the Conference, ‘The 
After-Care of Converts.” In 
his unassuming, quiet manner, 
he pointed out a great need of 


the convert—assistance in the | 
hundred and one factors with- | 
out which he will never be a _ 
“to-the-manner- | 
stressed one | 
great talent of the convert—his | 


Craxthnvonlane 
born.” And he 


contacts and personal experi- 


ence can make him an extra- | 
ordinarily able winner of con- 
verts. Discussion revealed that. 


numerous priests try to meet 
these needs by Convert Clubs, 
special study groups for con- 
verts, an annual Communion 
breakfast, introduction to the 
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pastor of the convert, and affi- 
liation with local parish socie- 
ties. 

The delegates agreed on the 
wisdom of arranging, whenever 
possible, for a group reception 
of a class of converts. This en- 
ables their relatives and fami- 
lies to hear a sermon and listen 
to a running commentary on 
the significance of the step the 
neophyte has just taken. 


Protestantism Today 


Protestantism is no longer 
the dominant religion in our 
country, but most of our con- 
verts reveal the effects of their 
Protestantism background. 
However, Protestantism in our 
time is not identical with that 
of the sixteenth century. Hence 
the timeliness of Father Gus- 
tave Weigel’s fascinating ad- 
dress, ‘The Temper of Protes- 
tantism Today.” 

The noted Jesuit authority on 
non-Catholic theology singled 
out three prominent features of 
contemporary Protestantism: 1. 
its pluralism—Protestants have 
broken up into numerous splin- 
its social acti- 
vism — Protestants approach 
reality with a spirit of “to- 
getherness”; 3. its nervousness 
—the advance of Catholicism 
makes Protestants realize they 
are no longer the typical reli- 


gion of the nation. Once Ca- 
tholicism was an “irritating an- 


noyance,” like a cat to a man 


, who dislikes cats. But “‘the cat 


] 


has now become a tiger.” 
Father Weigel was at pains 
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to say that this nervousness 
does not amount to “belliger- 
ent tension” between Catholic 
and Protestant. In fact, he be- 
lieves that present religious 
tensions are milder than those 
of fifty years ago. Ecumenism 
and the study of the liturgy are 
prominent factors that modify 
tension and are winning a 
“newer respect and newer 
trust” for Catholicism. 


What Experience Teaches 


Every teacher, in any sub- 
ject, learns as he teaches. And 
while the convert-maker must 
“know his stuff,” he should 
also know all he can about his 
inquirers. So following up the 
theme stressed by Father Wei- 
gel, Msgr. Charles McManus of 
the Information Center at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in New 
York City delivered the con- 
cluding talk of the Conference. 
His theme was “What We Have 
Learned About Inquirers at 
Our Information Center.” 


The Monsignor, among other 
intriguing points, stressed one 
obstacle and one _ attraction. 
“Inquirers today have a preju- 
dice against accepting things 
on Faith. They are unwilling, 
at the beginning of their in- 
struction, to accept either doc- 
trine or discipline on author- 
ity.” His solution was to remind 
the inquirer of the necessity of 
human faith by which we daily 
take the word of another in a 
situation where we do not know 
the facts. Then it is but a step 
to the reasonableness of accept- 
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ing God’s word for facts that 
we would have no other way 
of knowing. 

He believed that inquirers 
are attracted to the Church 
mainly because of her sanctity. 
“From the beginning of their 
inquiry,” he said, “it is usual- 
ly clear that they are deeply 
moved by the power of the 
Church to sanctify the lives of 
ordinary men and women. . 
The inquirer is envious of the 
goodness he recognized and 
wants it for himself.” 

This first National Confer- 
ence on Convert Work was 
blessed in its principal speak- 
ers. But it was also favored in 
its participants. Due to many 
factors—illness, previous en- 
gagements, pressure of work, 
but especially limitations of 
space—the Paulists could invite 
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and welcome only a cross-sec- 
tion of the numerous priests in 
the apostolate. But those who 
did come were knowledgeable, 
experienced, and enthusiastic. 
Many voted this “the most suc- 
cesssful convention ever at- 
tended.” Fathers. Sheridan of 
Los Angeles, Harkins of St. 
Louis, Quinlan . of Chicago, 
“Connie” Drew of New York, 
Offer of Baltimore—these and 
a hundred others shared their 
insights, methods and experi- 
ence. Father John Mitchell, C. 
S.P., was an efficient, affable 
chairman. And Father John 
McGinn, C.S.P., who planned 
the Conference, was elected as 
General Secretary to arrange 
another meeting next year and 
to canvass the possibilities of a 
national organization to pro- 
mote this apostolate. 


‘Don’t Do That!’ 


A district justice was perplexed by the conflicting claims of 
two women for a baby, each contending that she was the mother 


of it. 


The justice remembered Solomon’s procedure in a similar 
case, and sending a court official for a carving-knife, declared 
he would give half to each. The women were shocked, but did 
not seem to doubt the authority and proposed compromise. 

“Don’t do that,” they both screamed in unison—“you can 
keep it yourself!”—William Harvey, Irish Life and Humour 
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Hold on to your 
altar boys! 


“YOUNG people today are 

spoiled. They do not want 
to sacrifice themselves by going 
to the seminary or entering a 
religious community.” 

“The old spirit of Faith is 
lacking in the homes, so you 
can’t expect vocations from 
such households.” 

No doubt there is much to be 
said for such statements. Yet 
it seems to me that many of us 
have “missed the boat” as pro- 
moters of vocations. By this I 
should make it very clear that 
I am not of the mind that a 
priest should put the bee on 
every fellow that he meets, at- 
tempting to usher him into the 
seminary or a community. I be- 
lieve that many vocations have 
been lost by such stupidity. 
Boys develop a priest-allergy. 
Every time they see a priest 
they figure they have to under- 
go a vocation sales-talk. This is 
not the way to promote voca- 
tions. 

I am not concerning myself 
here about the problems of vo- 
cational men in religious com- 
munities. In some _ instances 
there is no doubt a degree of 
success from their efforts. I 
should probably add that I 
have met a good many voca- 
tional directors. A considerable 
number wander into Catholic 
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schools for boys, and I was sta- 
tioned at such a school for 
some years. I have turned some 
worthy young men in the di- 
rection of certain communities, 
in cases where there was a 
definite inclination for teaching 
or missionary work or the 
cloister. I would not want it to 
be thought then that this is 
some kind of a slap at reli- 
gious communities. 

But my point is that priests 
in parish work, diocesan priests 
especially, have overlooked the 
obvious in promoting vocations. 
No wonder boys in certain par- 
ishes wind up in a community 
in many cases. For it was com- 
munity men that took an in- 
terest in the lad, and more 
power to them. 

I know a certain town parish 
with a parochial school. The 
pastor has a policy of dismiss- 
ing every boy from the altar as 
soon as the lad reaches grade 
eight. Why? Because _ since 
these boys must now attend 
public high school they cannot 
attend Mass every day during 
Lent. But every altar boy must 
attend Mass every day during 
Lent or else get off the altar. 
Ergo. 

I know one lad that was 
broken-hearted because he had 
to leave that sanctuary. Fortu- 
nately, however, a missionary 
community of men have a no- 
vitiate in that town. The young 
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priests have made that teen- 
ager feel at home and he serves 
Mass at the novitiate. I sin- 
cerely hope that he enters that 
community some day. That 
community deserves such a fine 
boy. It will be most interesting 
to hear the traditional wailing 
and gnashing from the nearby 
rectory with the lament: 


“Why didn’t he go to the 
seminary?” 

Of course, no one will dare 
have the audacity to say: 

“How about a little breast- 
striking, Father. Did you take a 
personal interest in that young 
man? Did you keep him around 
you on the altar? Did you ever 
take him with the gang to visit 
the seminary? It would have 
meant a round trip of a hun- 
dred miles. The way to the 
seminary should have been 
prepared over the years. You 
failed to do it. So what else can 
you expect?” 

No, no, one can’t be so blunt. 
During my days as chaplain at 
this boys’ school I used to be 
asked the question: “How 
many boys are you sending to 
the seminary this year?” 


Vocational Influences 


I consider this question as 
coming from those without an 
overall picture as to how voca- 
tions are developed. And while 
I believe that a Catholic school 
training, especialy during 
high-school years, is very im- 
portant, still, it is but one fac- 
tor in helping to promote a vo- 
cation. The other two main 
helps are a good Catholic home, 


THE PRIEST 


April | 


and parochial contact with the — 
priests of the parish. And if the 
local parish provides only a 
freeze-out, then perhaps the 
lad may be fortunate enough to 
make other contacts that will 
substitute for the parochial 
lack. 


In reading article after ar- 
ticle about developing voca- 
tions I am mystified complete- 
ly by the experts who are sup- 
posed to have all the answers 
as to how to promote vocations. 
In nearly every case they either 
pass over entirely, or with a 
line or two, the importance of 
keeping teen-age lads serving 
on the altar right through their 
high-school days. 

Of course, I know that there 
is a movement afoot today to 
promote the junior seminary. 
This is all well and good. Some | 
priests may not be entirely sold, 
however, on the advisability of 
the junior seminary. I suppose 
that like so many other en- 
deavors there can be good ar- 
guments adduced for either side | 
of the question. But I fail to) 
see how priests in parishes can | 
neglect a long-term plan for. 
promoting vocations by having | 
poodly little altar boys, around | 
the grade-four stage, serving on 
the altar while we let our. 
young men wander away from) 
the sanctuary. | 

How much does pride enter. 
into this? Priests who are. 
shorties may try to make out a. 
case for themselves by saying. 
that tall boys would look con- | 
spicuous serving them. How) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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shallow can one’s thinking get? 
Then another point advanced is 
that teen-agers are more dif- 
ficult to manage on the altar. 
Some of them are insolent, and 
so on. But perhaps we could 
change our methods towards 
them and treat them as young 
men, and give them a hearing 
once in a while. We can bawl 
them out, too, as long as they 
feel that we are personally in- 
terested in them. And why 
shouldn’t we be? Yes, the teen- 
ager may pose more of a prob- 
lem than some angelic little lad 
in grade four, but I am dealing 
now with the matter of parish 
priests promoting vocations. 


Long-term Planning 


This work requires sacrifice 
and over-the-years planning. 
No wonder that it is passed 
over by many vocational direc- 
tors who have no parish ties. 
The priest who would promote 
vocations is making a _ gross 
mistake if he turns the altar 
boys over to one of the sisters 
in the school. No doubt Ill be 
thoroughly chastised with 
barb-like verbiage for this 
statement, but having the nuns 
around the altar boys puts the 
sissy-stigma on the whole set- 
up. 

The altar boys should be 
your he-men in the parish. The 
best ball players, the leaders 
in school and parish activities— 
these should be the ones the 
priest gathers around him. Re- 
member, the objective is to get 
a run of vocations. And, inci- 
dentally, not all of these will 
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go to the seminary. Communi- 
ties will get their share. I base 


these statements on _ actual 
facts where this long-range vo- 
cational method has _ been 
tried. 


In other words, then, I can 
name parishes today that are 
getting vocations because the 
priests have kept their young 
men on the altar. And there is 
a grace certainly from serving 
the priest of God. What more 
logical place for developing vo- 
cations? 

And, once more, the priests 
do not have to keep pushing the 
issue. Once you get a few lads 
in for priestly studies, then 
they are coming home at vaca- 
tion time and giving the other 
lads the low-down. Then the 
parish begins to hit the jack- 
pot. Two or three First Masses, 
perhaps two on the same Sun- 
day, become a common proce- 
dure. These newly ordained 
pals of the younger men, and 
the juniors, kneel down for the 
First Blessing of their friend. 
Perhaps some day... 

It is interesting to note that 
the parishes I have in mind are 
not what might be considered 
poor parishes. As a matter of 
fact, some of them are upper 
middle-class. The homes are 
solidly Catholic, even though 
the members amply enjoy the 
necessities of life plus a few 
other attractions. But so often 
the accusation is made that the 
children of such homes are 
spoiled. One may forget, how- 
ever, in knocking such a class 
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of people, that there can be 
much Faith and great love in 
the family for one another. 
There is also the relaxed atti- 
tude towards material things. 
They are there. One learns not 
to make too much fuss over 
them. Since priests live what 
might be termed middle-class 
lives, then the transition is not 
too hard. 


‘Speck’ Is No Help 


I keep seeing a weekly car- 
toon featuring a little shrimp of 
an altar boy with a group of 
other lads of grade-four vin- 
tage. Usually there is a nun 
hovering in the background. It 
is no wonder that such a men- 
tality produces a stigma to- 
wards a young man serving on 
the altar—for serving Mass 
should be a young man’s job. 
This is the one spot that is re- 
served for men only—the sanc- 
tuary. We know that women 
would put us men to shame if 
they were capable of receiving 
Holy Orders. And altar girls 
would ‘undoubtedly be more 
faithful than the boys. But, 
let’s face it!—this is a man’s 
strong-hold. The pity is then 
that some of us throw the op- 
portunity away of emphasizing 
the manly aspect of serving 
God at the altar. 
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And while there has been 
somewhat of a revival through 
the Knights of the Altar or boys 
serving in the sanctuary, still 
even here we have to watch 
lest we reach the Boy Scout 
mentality, where a lad may 
lose interest in scouting around 
the age of fourteen and only 
the few leaders are left in the 
teen-age section. Our plan is to 
keep a number of young men 
on the altar throughout high 
school. 

As a matter of fact, I know 
one parish that has produced a 
very large number of vocations 
of priests and religious. As far 
as the actual organization of the 
altar boys into a club, the sit- 
uation was nothing to write 
home about. Still the big lads 
stayed on the altar. They knew 
the pastor wanted them. He 
wanted them around him. Per- 
haps that is the key that over 
the years does the trick. These 
teen-agers were not looking to 
be entertained. They were con- 
tributing their services through 
sacrifice to their parish. They 
did it because they felt wanted. 
They went on for the priest- 
hood because they felt they 
were wanted. 

“A new commandment I give 
unto you, that you love one 
another, as I have loved you.” 


When the baby began to cry during the sermon, its young 


mother rose to carry it out. 


“Don’t leave, Madam,” said the preacher; “the baby isn’t 


annoying me.” 


“Thank you,” said the mother; “but look what you’re doing 
to the baby! ’—Cosmo Convention. 


‘An accomplished apologist’ 


lise great Russian literary 

past, which falls almost 
wholly in the 19th century, is 
rich in religious inspiration, es- 
pecially in its lyric poetry. One 
of the most famous examples is 
The Angel, by Mikhail Lermon- 
tov (d. 1842). 

Lermontov in this poem fan- 
cies an angel bringing a new 
soul into the world. As he car- 
ries it to the habitation of its 
earthly body, the angel sings to 
it a song of the glory of the 
uncreated God and the happi- 
ness of paradise. On earth the 
soul learns ‘dull sounds,” but 
it never quite forgets the 
“heavenly song” that preceded 
its entrance into the body. 

Such a lovely thought evokes 
memories of Plato’s pre-exist- 
ent world of souls, but it also 
echoes Tertullian’s anima na- 
turaliter christiana and Augus- 
tine’s “ ... our hearts are rest- 
Jess until they find rest in 
thee.” Have not a people like 
the Russians, insulated to a 
maximum degree from the spi- 
ritual world-views, have not 
they like all other men, heard 
the heavenly song of their di- 
vine destiny ringing faintly in 
the souls they have been taught 
do not exist? 

It may be conceded that the 
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majority of people in the Soviet 
Union are religious indifferent- 
ists, but we have no right to 
conclude that they are so dead 
to religious appeal as some 
well-meaning travelers return- 
ing from the U.S.S.R. conclude. 
Indeed, how could such a con- 
clusion possibly be reconciled 
with the Christian concept of 
man as made by and for God? 


One of the men well qualified 
to judge of Russia, who do not 
take the defeatist view of so 
many who come back overim- 
pressed with the achievements 
of the Sputnik, is Bishop John 
of San Francisco, known in the 
world as Dmitry Shahovskoy. 


This Orthodox prelate was 
born in Russia in 1902 and 
made his studies in the Univer- 
sity of Louvain. He _ escaped 
from the Soviet Union in 1920 
and until 1946 was active in 
Orthodox circles in Europe as 
publisher and educator. In 1950 
he was made Bishop of the Or- 
thodox diocese of San Francis- 
co. In 1953 he was regularly 
employed by the Voice of 
America to beam weekly talks 
to the Soviet Union. These 
talks, under the title Vremya 
Very (Age for Faith), have 
been collected and published in 
Russian by the Chekov Press, a 
subsidiary of the Ford Founda- 
tion. 
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A glance through these talks 
will convince anyone that the 
familiar charge made against 
Voice of America that it shows 
no imagination, that it flaunts 
American prosperity without 
appreciating the culture and 
psychologies of other nations, is 
far from being universally veri- 
fied. From beginning to end 
Bishop John breathes the spirit 
of Russian spirituality. His God 
is not the Supreme Being of 
Robespierre but the Christian 
God. He preaches Christ and 
Him Crucified as naturally as if 
he were addressing an Ortho- 
dox congregation. 


An Accomplished Apologist 


Bishop John is an accomp- 
lished apologist. In his talks, 
of about two and a half pages 
each, he scorns to flatter or 
“DHaptize” Socialism or the Sov- 
iet system, as many of his con- 
freres inside the U.S.S.R. have 
done. Neither does he spend 
too much time in frontal at- 
tacks on the Marxist ideology 
and Soviet inhumanity. He 
does not assume he is address- 
ing a nation of atheists, who, on 
account of a materialist educa- 
tion, can be reached only by the 
most rudimentary religious 
concepts. Everywhere he ac- 
centuates the positive. 


Bishop John gives an excel- 
lent talk on the folly of think- 
ing that the world came about 
through chance. Against Sov- 
iet pseudo-anthropology, which 
accounts for the rise of religion 
by fear of the unknown, he 
gives examples of the most pri- 
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mitive races, 


But such talks are not so many 
as one might suppose. Bishop 
John, for example, disdains to | 
dignify by a reply the stock 
Communist argument 


April. 


who have held 
worthy ideas of the true God. 


that} 


Christ had no _ historical exis- 
tence. He does not even go 
very fully into a demonstration 
of Our Lord’s Divinity. Every- | 
where He assumes that he is 
addressing a people millions of | 
whom still know and love the | 
Redeemer and all of whom, 
like every other nation, have} 
need of Him and secretly long 
for Him. 


‘A Rich Arsenal’ 


For the man who would con- 
vert the Russian people, Rus- 
sian literature and history offer 
a rich arsenal of argument. 
Bishop John knows this well, | 
and he is constantly appealing 
to these sources to show the 
Russians why they need Chris- 
tian faith. Speaking of the Sov- 
iet state’s inculcation of atheism 
in the schools, he remarks: 


“But freedom of religious 
propaganda, of course, the 
Communist Party does not al- 
low. Otherwise, the atheistic 
dialectic of the state’s pedagogy 
would seem as ridiculous as a 
spider’s web. The people of the 
Soviet Union need go only to 
the classical works of their 
glorious literature, the historic 
documents of the Russian race, 
and the sermons in some of the 
churches of the country to draw 
therefrom the knowledge of 
God’s truth and the sacred 
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thousand-year-old faith of their 
fathers.” 


This assured, dignified tone is 
typical of Bishop John’s man- 
ner. 

We have been hearing quite 
a good deal today—and some of 
us are sick of hearing—of Mos- 
cow’s “skyscraper university” 
with its 30,000 students and 2,- 
000 classrooms, having every 
sort of facility and turning out 
marvelous scientists and tech- 
nicians. That university is 
named the Lomonosov Univer- 
sity, and the statue of Lomono- 
sov stands before it. Bishop 
John took advantage of a 
Pravda article attacking the 
compatability of science with 
religion to show his unseen au- 
dience that Mikhail Lomonosov 
(1711-1765), that self-taught 
genius who practically created 
the Russian language and ac- 
quired eminence in chemistry 
and metallurgy as well as in 
poetry, devoted some of his fin- 
est poems to the praise of God 
and to vindicating the harmony 
between science and religion. 


Testimony of Tolstoy’s 


All those who have read War 
and Peace, or even have only 
seen the movie of Tolstoy’s 
classic, will remember the pic- 
ture of Napoleon’s adversary, 
Mikhail Kutizov, the phleg- 
matic Russian hero, who knelt 
before an ikon and gave thanks 
to God for his victory over the 
French. Bishop John asks his 
auditory, after rehearsing many 
instances of Kutizov’s piety: 
How can you explain a man 
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like that, how can you explain 
Russian history, much less the 
history of the world, without 
the faith that was so much a 
part of Kutizov? 

On the occasion of the 100th 
anniversary of the publication 
of Ivan Turgeneff’s Sportsman’s 
Diary, Bishop John discoursed 
on its most famous part, the 
story of Lukerya, which is 
world-famous as a masterpiece 
of pathos. 

Lukerya, the belle of a Rus- 
sian village, just before her 
marriage suffers a fall, which 
results in incurable paralysis. 
She is put away in a cart shed 
where some food and water are 
set before her every day. There 
Turgeneff finds her seven 
years later, a blackened, wizen- 
ed mummy—yet one who is al- 
ways cheerful, pious as always, 
and seemingly unable to find 
anything but good in her exis- 
tence, 

But how explain a creature 
like that, argues Bishop John, if 
matter is all that exists? When 
the body is pain-wracked and 
almost incapable of movement, 
when all the finest hopes of 
this life are dashed, when a 
person meets only indifference 
and ingratitude, must a human 
being not be overwhelmed by 
sorrow, must he not be destroy- 
ed by a sense of hopelessness? 
Indeed he must, if he has no 
free will, as the Marxists claim, 
if he is all body and no soul. 
But Lukerya behaved in just 
the opposite way from that in 
which Marxist man must be- 
have, and even if Lukerya ex- 
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isted only in Turgeneff’s ima- 
gination there have been others 
like her in Russia, “the native 
land of long-suffering.” It is 
hardly possible to overestimate 
the effectiveness of such an 
anti-materialist talk. 


The Religious Instinct 


“Could it be,” asks the Ortho- 
dox prelate at the conclusion of 
one of his talks, “that the reli- 
gious feeling of man could be 
stifled and disappear in the 
course of time, after several 
generations of persecution and 
denial?” Many a non-Russian 
has asked that question, and 
has answered it in the affirma- 
tive. 


Not so Bishop John. He re- 
plies: ‘Neither in the Soviet 
Union, nor in other countries, is 
there unanimity in accepting 
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faith. Side by side with the be- | 


lievers everywhere you see the 
non-believers, and even more 
those who simply do not think 
about or know God .. 


people deeply and firmly be- 
lieve in the Creator of the 
world and in His Wisdom, the 
Light that shone in the human 
race, Our Lord .Jesus Christ. 
The Russian people believe, it 
may be, even more deeply, 
more firmly than people of oth- 
er lands, because their faith 
has gone through the furnace of 
suffering.” 

Bishop John, one feels, is 
right. When Our Lady of Fatima 
made the promise of Russia’s 
conversion she must have had 
in mind apostles of his spiritu- 
ality and intelligence. Let us 
pray for more of them! 


Polish Logic 


A commissar in Red Poland was making a periodic check- 
up on the farms in his district. He stopped one peasant in the 
fields to inquire about the production of his turnip crop. 

“There has never been a crop to equal this, thanks to the 
glorious plan of our new rulers,” the peasant reported. “If 
we were to place all our turnips in a pile they would stretch 


to the very feet of God.” 


The commissar was indignant. “But there is no God,” he 


sputtered. 


“Ah,” smiled the peasant, “there are no turnips either.” 


—Wall Street Journal. 


. But, | 
without a doubt, many Russian | 
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ington. 


HE Instruction calls upon all 

persons concerned to pre- 
serve with a religious spirit 
the “ancient and highly ap- 
proved” use of bells in the 
Latin Church (86). The use of 
church bells in a tower, or near 
the church, for various occa- 
sions and solemnities comes 
primarily under the direction 
of the bishop; and he has au- 
thority over all churches in his 
jurisdiction with regard to the 
ringing of church bells (Canon 
612). The Instruction speaks 
mainly of tower bells or out- 
side bells and their different 
uses. Evidently it considers 
their function basic to the 
norms which are set down and 
the function of what we call 
outside bells is threefold: 1) to 
call the faithful to the church 
for divine services; 2) to an- 
nounce a time of prayer; and 
3) to indicate a spirit of reli- 


gious celebration or mourning. 

The solemn consecration of 
bells, as given in the Pontifi- 
cal, is directed at the large, out- 
side beils used for the above 
purposes, not the small bell 
used in the sanctuary. The In- 
struction emphasizes the re- 
storation of these bells to reg- 
ular use. In this country, the 
custom of using church bells 
is gradually being abandoned, 
often because of zoning laws 
in larger cities, sometimes be- 
cause of the abandonment of 
the traditional church tower in 
modern architectural design, 
and, once in a while, because 
the functional use of bells has 
been taken over in other ways, 
so that people are responsible 
for getting to church on their 
own initiative. 

Nevertheless, it seems to be 
the spirit of the Instruction 
that church bells serve a speci- 
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fically religious use and some- 
times act as a “gratia gratis 
data’ for the faithful. They 
prompt people to think of re- 
ligion; they create a religious 
atmosphere; they sometimes 
cause people to go to church 
who might otherwise _ stay 
away. Likewise, they definitely 
call people to:prayer, as for the 
Angelus and, in some places, 
the De profundis; also they are 
sometimes used for the eleva- 
tion of the main Mass, and on 
Holy Thursday and Holy Sat- 
urday at the Gloria. Apparent- 
ly for that reason the consecra- 
tion of these bells is a long, an- 
cient and extremely solemn 
ceremony, reserved to the bi- 
shop. The Instruction, besides 
“binding” all who are respon- 
sible to restore the use of bells 
(86), insists that the bells be 
consecrated, or at least blessed 
(Canon 1169, No. 2) before be- 
ing put to use (87), and then 
they are to be considered as 
sacred objects. 


The patterns for ringing the 
bells for various purposes 
should be carefully preserved 
and the bishop is required to 
see that they are rung accord- 
ing to the traditional norms 
(88). The Angelus and the Re- 
gina coeli would therefore fol- 
low the design of 3-3-3 and 9; 
tolling for funerals the inter- 
mittent single strokes, etc. 

The bell or bells which are 
put to these functional usages 
may be rung by mechanical 
means—with the aproval of the 
bishop (89), but they must be 
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real bells (with a tongue) not | 


a machine nor an instrument 
by which the sound of bells is 


imitated or amplified: this 
practice is strictly forbidden 
(91). 

However, the prescriptions 


are lenient with regard to ca- 
rillons, by which melodies are 
played (outside the church, of 
course), because they are not 
classified as bells for liturgical 
usages. For carillons, any me- 
chanical device is legitimate, 
but they cannot be given a sol- 
emn blessing or consecration; 
they may be given a simple 
blessing. 

There are a few firms in this 
country which have made great 
advances in the manufacture of 
carillons and these can be add- 
ed to the liturgical bells in 


many churches for the edifica- | 


tion of the faithful, even though 
they cannot serve in the func- 
tional ways described above; 
by the same token, most of 
these firms can devise a me- 
chanism for ringing the reg- 


ular bells and a pastor can be. 


assured that they will then be 


rung correctly and on time. 
The Personnel 


Regarding the persons who_ 
are more directly responsible 
the 
priest, of course, presides (93); 


for liturgical functions, 


clerics fulfilling various other 


duties at the altar, even sing-— 


ing in the schola, are exercising 
the offices to which they have 


been ordained (93 a); and the 


laity take their part in the lit- 
urgy by reason of their baptis- 
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mal character, for all baptized 
persons are destined to glorify 
God through the liturgy (93 
b). 


It may well be, several years 
from now, that the laypeople 
would never look upon a litur- 
gical service as a function 
which they merely attend; 
their thinking must be educat- 
ed to the point where they con- 
sider themselves as partici- 
pants, just as the group des- 
tined to serve in the sanctu- 
ary itself. Choirs fulfill a “min- 
isterial” service: it is not the 
purpose of the present legisla- 
tion to do away with the choir; 
there are many liturgical se- 
lections which should be ren- 
dered by a group of trained 
voices; in fact, the ideal sys- 
tem is to let them alternate 
with the congregation even in 
the singing of chants and uni- 
sonous pieces. 

Priests and the other minis- 
ters who are expected to sing 
at the altar are exhorted to do 
so as correctly, distinctly, and 
as beautifully as possible (94); 
to that end they should look up 
the “Toni communes missae et 
officit” as found in the Liber 
usualis, which is a faithful re- 
production of the Vatican Edi- 
tion of Chant with the de- 
cidedly helpful addition of 
rhythmic signs. 

Fuller details for singing at 
the altar are given in one or 
two commonly used manuals, 
ee, «Rossini, «“The; Priest's 
Chants and Recitatives at the 
Altar,” (J. Fischer & Bro., Glen 


Rock, N.J.) and Selner, “Chant 
at the Altar,” (Newman Press, 
Westminster, Maryland). The 
Gregorian Institute of America 
(2123 Jefferson Ave., Toledo 2, 
Ohio) has these chants on rec- 
ords and many priests have 
found this device most help- 
ful for their own improvement; 
they are produced on two L.P. 
recordings: “Altar Chants,” 
and “Preface and Pater noster 
Chants.” 


The Matter Of Talent 


The Instruction further sug- 
gests (95) that if there is the 
possibility of a choice, capable 
singers should be chosen for 
liturgical functions in prefer- 
ence to those with mediocre 
ability or none at all. This 
would apply especially to more 
solemn services and to those 
which may be broadcast or 
televised. 

To promote more active par- 
ticipation, a commentator is 
recommended, who—preferab- 
ly a cleric—will make brief and 
unobtrusive announcements 
here and there, explaining the 
ceremony, and mainly lead the 
congregation in the prayers as- 
signed to the people (96). The 
commentator, as such, may not 
be a woman, but the latter may 
lead in song and prayers out- 
side the sanctuary; likewise, a 
layman, who may act as com- 
mentator, should remain out- 
side the sanctuary; a priest or 
cleric would be vested in cas- 
sock and surplice and stand in- 
side the altar rail or even in 
the pulpit. 
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The fulfillment of this as- 
signment requires a person 
with tact and good sense: an 
officious commentator can set 
back the high behests of this 
Instruction by several years; 
our people will complain bit- 
terly if they are subjected to 
constant prodding and an in- 
terminable chatter from even 
a well-meaning commentator, 
and the Instruction seems to 
sense this when it insists that 
the one appointed to this posi- 
tion must not hinder the devo- 
tion of the faithful by failing 
to keep his explanations and 
directions few and moderate 
and well-timed, and cause no 
interruption to the progress, 
harmony, and dignity of the 
liturgical function (96 c & f). 


At this point we may profit- 
ably retrace our steps to an 
item mentioned in an earlier 
part of the Instruction. It has to 
do with the introduction into 
divine services of such contri- 
vances as phonographs, tape 
recorders, film projectors and 
the like: all are to be exclud- 
ed, no matter what excuse may 
seem to justify their use. Of 
course, the Instruction is speak- 
ing of playbacks, not the ac- 
tual recording of a service: the 
latter effort can usually be ac- 
complished without distracting 
anyone (71 & 73). 


It is not unheard of that 
record players and tape record- 
ers have been used to take the 
place of a choir or to give the 
people a little entertainment 
during services. It is not better 
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to have a good recording than 
a poor choir: it is our personal 
and sincere contribution which 
gives glory to God, however 
imperfect it may be objective- 
ly. The above devices may be 
used outside of liturgical func- 
tions or pious exercises for the 
instruction of the faithful: the 
Instruction mentions hearing a 
talk by the Supreme Pontiff, or 
the Ordinary, or teaching the 


people to sing, or listening to | 


recorded talks on Christian 
doctrine (71). However, there 
will be few parishes where the 
faithful can be gathered espe- 
cially for this purpose, though 
at times they may come before, 
or remain after a regular serv- 
ice. 


Radio And TV 


The use of loud-speakers is 
permitted under all circum- 
stances to amplify the living 
voice of celebrant, ministers or 
commentator (72). Equipment 
for transmission such as radio 
and television must in no way 
interfere with the dignity of 
divine services cr unduly dis- 
tract the people, and, above all, 
they should not be brought so 
near the altar as to hinder the 
sacred rites; the same is even 
more applicable to the use of 
cameras, flashes, etc. (74-77). 


All who are connected with 
the music of the church—or- 
ganists, choir directors, sing- 
ers, musicians—must be well 
versed in their particular art 
and be chosen from among peo- 
ple who live a good Christian 
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life (97 & 98); and the pastor 
should see that reverence and 
devotion are maintained at all 
times, especially in the choir- 
loft (98 c). The writer has 
seen a choirloft furnished with 
current magazines and news- 
papers for the convenience of 
choirmembers during the ser- 
mon and other “lulls” in the 
service! In some places a few 
‘take off” for a smoke in some 
adjoining room or out on the 
front steps of the church until 
the sermon is over; one choir- 
master reports that he often 
had to run down to the corner 
drug store to reassemble his 
choir for the Credo! Give us 
less music and more religion! 


On the question of remu- 
neration for singing, the In- 
struction looks upon it as ideal 
when the choir renders its 
services gratis; but when this 
cannot be done, pastors are ex- 
pected to offer compensation 
based on charity and justice 
(101). We may as well face the 
fact in this country that our 
choir music is often inferior be- 
cause of utterly inadequate re- 
compense. A thoroughly good 
choir may be expensive to 
maintain, but in nearly all cases 
where the money has been ex- 
pended, the returns from col- 
lections not only justified the 
outlay, but the spirit of the 
people and the interest in sol- 
emn functions more than com- 
pensated for the expenditures. 

The priest is urged to speak 
to the people from time to time 
on the twin subjects of liturgy 


and music (104) and to see that 
adequate instruction is given in 
the school, all the way from 
primary grades through uni- 
versities conducted by Catho- 
lics or to which Newman Clubs 
are attached (106-109). Semi- 
naries must follow the Code 
and supply complete instruc- 
tion for aspirants to the priest- 
hood in all that has to do with 
the worship of God either 
through liturgy or music; and 
the same applies to novitiates 
for religious, both of men and 
women (109 & 110). Schools of 
sacred liturgy and music are to 
be established and encouraged 
with graded courses and, when 
possible, likely musicians 
should be sent to the Pontifical 
School of Liturgical Music in 
Rome (115-116). Most organ- 
ists and singers cannot under- 
take the expense of going even 
to local schools for help in their 
avocation and it would be far- 
sighted indeed if their pastors 
would offer financial assistance 
in a specialized education which 
can only redound to God’s 
glory in a parish. 


In addition to schools of sa- 
cred music, the Holy See wishes 
to see encouraged and fostered 
such societies as the St. Greg- 
ory Society, the St. Cecelia So- 
ciety, etc., whose object is to 
promote the observance of the 
norms of sacred music (117). 
While these groups, whether in 
each country or bound by in- 
ternational ties, are not to be 
considered administrative in 
any sense, they have enjoyed 
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the approval of the Sovereign 
Pontiffs and the Holy See for 
many years, and can do much 
to help the bishops, pastors, or- 
ganists, and choirmasters to a 
more efficient fulfillment of 
their duties in this particular 
regard. 


The final voice of authority 
in each diocese is, of course, the 
bishop, and he is urged to form 
a Music Commission as part of 
his curia and to see that it op- 
erates effectively. Cognately 
connected with such a commis- 
sion might be a Commission for 
Sacred Art which, in these 
days of confusion regarding 
what is beautiful and what is 
not, could be of inestimable 
value in raising the standards 
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in some instances and in re-_ 


straining passing 
notionalism in others (118). 


whims and 


Judging from the general in- | 


terest in the Instruction since 
its publication and the numer- 
ous articles and commentaries 
on it, we are witnessing a very 
hopeful renaissance in the ef- 
fort to promote: the glory of} 
God through divine worship; 
in many places already there 
are indications of enthusiastic 
compliance with the prescrip- 
tions of this Instruction, and 
we have every right to hope 
that in our day the yearning to 
restore all things in Christ 
which came from the ‘Ignis 
ardens,” St. Pius X, may in} 
great measure be realized. 


One day Claudius Lavergne, wishing to paint a picture of 
the giving of the Rosary to St. Dominic for the Dominican 
Fathers of Toulouse, begged Pere Lacordaire to give him a 


white habit which had been used to clothe his model. 


ser 


have what you want,” said the Father, “and you will relieve 
my conscience. I have a robe which it is a weakness of mine 
to keep. I have not cared to have bits of it used for patching 
others. It is the one I used at Notre Dame when I pro- 
nounced the funeral oration of O’Connell and my sermon 
on the vocation of the French nation. Henceforth I will not 
desire to keep it. Here it is, take it.” 

If souls. so thoroughly mortified as that of Lacordaire 
can have their small attachments for a season, what must 
we think of ourselves? — Raoul Plus, S.J.,. quoted in My 


Daily Visitor. 


Lacordaire at Notre Dame 


Humble submission 


WHEN the young and radical 
Abbe Lacordaire began a 
most remarkable series of ser- 
mons in the spring of 1835 he 
did so at the invitation of the 
conservative Archbishop of 
Paris, Msgr. de Quelen. It was 
still more remarkable that in 
this turbulent period of French 
history the archbishop, repre- 
senting the conservative ele- 
ments of the French Church, 
should entrust his Lenten 
series in Notre Dame Cathedral 
to a man who in his short 
eight years of priesthood had 
become the stormy petrel of 
the French Church. Lacordaire 
had been in turn lawyer, 
priest, convent chaplain, and 
friend and disciple to the de- 
fected priest Lammenais. De- 
spite his checkered career, his 
accession to the pulpit of Notre 
Dame marked the first vindi- 
cation of his eventful life. 


It has been frequently said 
that inherent in the structure 
of the Church there is an un- 
spoken strain between’ the 
younger and older clergy. Dur- 
ing periods of temporal up- 
heaval and intellectual ferment 
this stress is accentuated. In 
such periods the virtues of 
obedience and integrity are 
sorely tried. Both older and 
younger clergy, being men, are 
the creatures of their environ- 


Father Connolly writes from St. 
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ment. Each group is heir to a 
system of thought, and to the 
subconscious’ attitudes _ that 
permeate every generation. In 
the early eighteenth century 
the outspoken Abbé Lacordaire 
had become the spokesman for 
a youthful clergy, anxious to 
weld the best of contemporary 
democratic opinion with the 
enduring principles of a hier- 
archical Church. 


Lacordaire’s acceptance of 
the democratic idea in the po- 
litical order was to produce an 
unbearable strain in his priest- 
ly life. During the centuries 
the Church in France had been 
reduced to one of many power 
bases for the monarchy. The 
practical order, the arguments 
of expediency had led her 
leaders into continual agree- 
ments with the State until the 
Kingdom of the Bourbons and 
the Kingdom of Christ became 
indistinguishable in the eyes of 
the ordinary man. With the 
Revolution came the inevitable 
rejection of the Church — not 
only because the firebrands of 
the revolution were the philo- 
sophers of the Enlightenment 
— but also because the identi- 
fication of the Church and the 
monarchy existed not only for 
the people, but for the French 
hierarchy as well. 


Yet, in less than fifty years, 
the philosophers and the poli- 
ticians of the new France 
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would be thronging the pews 
of Notre Dame to hear a slen- 
der young priest present and 
confront them with that 
Church which they had re- 
jected. They would come in 
such numbers that the greatest 
of France’s cathedrals would 
be unable to hold them. Cer- 
tainly the eloquence of Lacor- 
daire could account for such 
popularity, but to ascribe it to 
eloquence alone is to miss the 
point of Lacordaire. Voltaire 
had proclaimed the Church an 
infamous thing, deserving only 
extinction. Lacordaire pre- 
sented to these revolutionaries 
the Church as their last and 
inevitable haven for the pres- 
ervation of all that they held 
of value. To these men, desper- 
ately seeking ultimate norms, 
Lacordaire brought the mes- 
sage of the Church. He had 
disengaged before their eyes 
the absolute teaching authority 
of the Church from the abso- 
lutism of the Old Regime. La- 
cordaire’s sermons cut through 
the morass of the centuries and 
forcefully witnessed to the 
Church that pre-existed the 
hated Bourbons and would in 
’ time live and grow comfortab- 
ly in a democratic society. 


The path of the young 
preacher to his triumph of 
1835 was not an _ entirely 


smooth one. Even in the semi- 
nary he was marked as an in- 
dividualist, a non-conformist 
who did not hesitate to pro- 
claim his political heresy of 
democracy in an era marked 
by clerical commitment and 
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confidence in the restoration of 
the Bourbons. 


Meeting With Lammenais 


In 1830 Lacordaire met the 
Pére de Lammenais, twenty 
years his senior and intellectu- 
ally his superior. In lLam- 
menais he found an apostle of 
the Church’s teaching author- 
ity, and yet a spirit much like 
his own, devoted to the demo- 
cratic ideal. Their mutual 
abilities to distinguish eternal 
and temporal spheres and the 
validity of principles proper to 
each drew them to one an- 
other. Lacordaire joined his 
master at La Chenaie, and 
there worked on Lammenais’ 
journal “L’Avenir.” Together 
they evolved a theory demand- 
ing complete separation of 
Church and State. 

For Lacordaire the living 
Church required freedom, as a 
man demands air to breathe. 
The Old Regime, once servant 
of the Church as theory de- 


manded, became in time the 
master of the house. Gallican- | 
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ism was the euphemism of the. 


Church’s servitude. The King- 
dom of God on earth had been 
reduced to a political prop for 
a discredited authoritarian re- 
gime. From the chains of Gal- 
licanism by which the Church 
was bound to the Bourbons, 
Lacordaire and Lammenais 
looked to Rome and the Papa- 
cy. Ultramontanism was to be 
the exodus of the Church from 
Gallicanism. But with a re- 


| 


newed adherence to the Roman 


Pontiff, Lacordaire thought 
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must also come the separation 
of Church and State. 

On October 16th, in the 
year 1830, with the meaning- 
ful masthead “God and Liber- 
ty,” the Abbé Lammenais, and 
the circle of La Chenaie pub- 
lished the first issue of 
“L’Avenir” — a paper dedi- 
cated to the seemingly impos- 
sible alliance of an authori- 
tarian Church and a republican 
Government. The short-lived 
publication was a storm center 
of controversy. The Holy Fa- 
ther, appreciative of the Ultra- 
montanism of its editors, saw 
to its demise in a secret man- 
ner. Even in his condemnation 
of its basic spirit which would 
follow later, the Pope left the 
Fathers of La Chenaie un- 
named. In August of 1832, 
Pope Gregory XVI issued the 
encyclical “Mirari vos” con- 
demning their teaching on the 
separation of Church and State. 


Lacordaire Submits 


The disappointed Lacordaire 
submitted, and remained at La 
Chenaie with Lammenais. Dur- 
ing the weeks that followed his 
submission Lacordaire careful- 
ly thought out his conscience 
in line with the authoritative 
teaching of the Pope. The pro- 
cess of adjustment which fol- 
lowed “Mirari vos” was further 
complicated for Lacordaire by 
the conduct of Lammenais. 
Lammenais continued to de- 
velop and propound the opin- 
ions he had ostensibly fore- 
sworn in his submission. After 
three months of this tension at 
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La Chenaie, Lacordaire with- 
drew, unable in conscience to 
continue with Lammenais. 
“Mirari vos’ had become the 
knife that cleaved Lacordaire 
from the side of his chosen 
master. 


Discredited, dejected, Lacor- 
daire resumed his former post 
as a convent chaplain in 1833. 
In a spiritless book a year later, 
he pointed up the errors of 
Lammenais and accepted an in- 
vitation to give a series of lec- 
tures at the College Stanislas. 
These last proved popular and 
successful; however, once more 
he felt the full weight of the 
Church when the lectures were 
suspended. The ageing royalist 
Archbishop Quelen, suspicious 
of the former disciple of 
Lammenais and goaded by the 
enemies of Lacordaire, saw fit 
to abruptly terminate the suc- 
cessful lectures. 


Once again, faced by failure 
and the displeasure of author- 
ity, Lacordaire gave his charac- 
teristic answer: silence, obed- 
ience, and submission. There 
could be no true progress, no 
good work done for the Church, 
without complete obedience to 
the Authority established by 
Christ. 


In a year, considerate of the 
deeply rooted loyalty to the 
Church that Lacordaire had 
demonstrated, and desperately 
in need of a spokesman to 
whom the people would listen, 
Quelen entrusted the pulpit of 
Notre Dame to the young priest. 
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The Heights of Oratory 


This charge of the arch- 
bishop Lacordaire capably ful- 
filled. From his unfortunate 
experiences and his deeply 
committed love of the Church, 
Lacordaire drew the eloquence 
needed to move his audience. 
The bitterness of the past, dis- 
appointments, the disillusion- 
ments, the loneliness had pur- 
ified his love of the Church. 
And now this love drove La- 
cordaire to the heights of ora- 
tory and furnished his message 
with a drive and impact un- 
equalled at the time. His sin- 
cerity and personal conviction 
of the Church’s unique posi- 
tion in history shone through 
the sermons of the Lent of 1835. 
Faith had given to the young 
preacher depth of thought and 
dimension to his vision. 


Throughout the crises of his 
life Lacordaire was carried by 
unshakeable faith in the 
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mystery of the Church. This is | 
most clearly reflected in those © 


events which led him to Notre 
Dame in 1835. Lacordaire’s 
vision of the Church saw an 
absolute necessity for intelli- 
gent and all-embracing charity. 
In a period marked by the 
Church’s adjustment to a so- 
ciety she had not made, he 
could see as well the necessity 
of mutual concession on non- 
essentials. But before all else, 
Lacordaire realized and lived 
the truth of the necessity of 
communion with the Church as 
the only path to true and last- 
ing progress. 

The patience and obedience 
of Lacordaire have helped to 
create in our own time a period 
of prudence as well as of ex- 
periment. The legacy he left to 
the Church in France has mean- 
ing for every member of the 
Church in every age: a love for 
the Church — a love proven 
and tempered by obedience. 


+ +¢ 4 


The neighbors of the Weihar family in Sturtevant, Wiscon- 
sin, never realized that this family that never went to church 
felt a void in their lives without religion. No one ever talked to 
them about religion, nor invited them to attend Church services. 
Fortunately Midnight Mass was televised last Christmas. Herman 
Weihar watched it intently and thoughtfully. He had never seen 
anything like it. He asked a neighbor about how to go to Mass 
to see the “real thing.” He was referred to Father Chester 
Osowski, O.F.M., pastor of St. Sebastian’s Church. Given a cate- 
chism to study Herman read it all before he went to bed that 
night. He talked of it to the children and to his wife. As a re- 
sult thirteen Weihars came into the Church. Television rectified 
what neighbors had neglected.—Information. 
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Another approach 


a the month of June, when 

we joyously read of ordi- 
nations and welcome the new 
priests to our ranks, we cannot 
fail to realize how inadequate 
is the number of the newly or- 
dained. A rather careful study 
of this shortage in the various 
continents by J. P. Forrestall 
published recently in The Tab- 
let (London), shows how uni- 
versal this problem is. A cur- 
rent survey in our own coun- 
try shows that most of our dio- 
ceses and religious communi- 
ties are from 20 to 60 per cent 
below the number of vocations 
needed. This, of course, indi- 
cates a continuing dearth of 
priests for some years to come. 


Many steps have been taken 
to help remedy this trying sit- 
uation. They run the gamut 
from free trips to the semi- 
nary for the youth of the dio- 
cese to attempts to procure 
more ordained religious’ to 
serve in the diocese. All of 
these efforts are admirable and 
several of them have produced 
gratifying results. However, 
since they do not and cannot 
be expected to produce any 
immediate or perfect solution 
to this, the most pressing prob- 
lem confronting the Church in 
the United States at the mo- 
ment, might it not be well to 
consider another approach, not 


Tonard a More 
Efficient Clergy 


WINIFREDUS BRETT 


as a complete solution to the 
difficulty but rather as an alle- 
viation. 

This thought is merely of- 
fered for the consideration of 
the reader. Since there are not 
enough priests to accomplish 
all the work seemingly requir- 
ed of them, would it be well to 
reconsider the types of work 
some of the present day Am- 
erican priests are expected to 
do? Would some fresh, realis- 
tic thinking on this matter pos- 
sibly prove helpful? 

In each diocese there seem to 
be some priests employed in 
work that could be done equal- 
ly well if not better by some 
competent Catholic layperson. 
If it is a position of real im- 
portance, as is sometimes the 
case, do we not have among the 
laity many who are loyal 
enough to the Church to seek 
first its interests? Also, espe- 
cially in some of our larger 
parishes, are not some of our 
assistants entirely lost, or at 
least in every week a large por- 
tion of their time on matters 
mostly if not purely secular? 

Falling back on the old re- 
liable ablative absolute, “other 
things being equal,” the aver- 
age layman can coach a basket- 
ball or baseball team as well as 
the second assistant. Ordina- 
tion never promised victories 
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on the gridiron or unmatchable 
success with the Brownies. Is 
not valuable time that could be 
spent on purely priestly work 
such as calling on the lapsed, 
instructing converts, fixing 
marriages often lost driving 
parish teams to games and 
watching, if not coaching or 
refereeing the contest? From 
the viewpoint of his vocation, 
would not the priest be per- 
forming a greater good, if after 
confessions on Saturday night 
he spent the time polishing or 
at least preparing the sermon 
for Sunday morning rather 
than supervising a dance in the 
parish hall? 


A Shift In Emphasis 


In many sections of the 
United States the Church has 
largely emerged from _ the 


brick-and-mortar era, in which 
our priestly predecessors la- 
bored so well. Have we pos- 
sibly reached the time in our 
history to consider a shift in 
emphasis as to where and how 
we expend our time and en- 
ergy? Is it possibly time that 
we re-examine even some of 
our traditions in this matter? 
Should not the final coup de 
grace be given to the lingering 
tradition that continues’ to 
measure the worth of a curate 
by a standard that unfortunate- 
’ ly still includes the ability to 
raise money? Every thinking 
person recognizes that while 
the Church is not of the world, 
it is in the world and needs 
financial support. But is the 
priest-power of a parish being 
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utilized in the way Christ in- 
tended, when more of the 
priest’s time and efforts is 
spent in raising money than in 
exercising his sacramental 
powers? 

It is scarcely fair to an as- 
sistant when he must be more 
concerned about the success of 
a fifty-fifty club than his con- 
vert club; that he must call on 
more parishioners for the suc- 
cess of the weekly card party 
than lapsed Catholics in the 
same space of time; or that he 
must spend more time with 
money-raising committees of 
any sort than he does in bring- 
ing Communion to the sick and 
aged. Surely it would be of 
more eternal value, if the time 
spent conducting club meetings 
was used on information for- 
ums. According to the example 
of our Divine Master, He con- 
sidered study circles more im- 


portant than volleyball teams. — 


Yes, a type of volleyball was 
played as early as 1500 B.C:! 

History offers an interesting 
lesson in this matter: In the 
earliest days of the Church in 
this country the Catholic clergy 
engaged in little or no social 
activity for various reasons. We 
will readily admit that - this 
ivory-tower existence was not 
an ideal situation. However, 
the question arises: Has the 
pendulum now swung too far 
in the other direction, especial- 
ly in view of the growing 
shortage of priests? 

Much has been written and 
more could be, about the per- 
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sonal spiritual detriment the 
priest suffers by being over- 
burdened with activities that 
are only remotely spiritual, if 
at all. Recently we have been 
reading much about the seem- 
ing failure of the American 
Church to make its due intel- 
lectual impact. Can a priest 
make anything like his right- 
ful intellectual impact, if he is 
so busy with teams, dances, and 
bingoes that he can hardly read 
a book a month? There are 
several other facets to this 
problem of the proper allot- 
ment of a priest’s time, such as 
leading the laity, Catholic and 
non-Catholic, to identify the 
priest as a sort of a pious social 
worker or simply as a “good 
Joe,” and to overlook what our 
Divine Lord intended Holy Or- 


: a 


+ + 


& 


TOWARD A MORE EFFICIENT CLERGY 


331 


ders to signify in the reci- 
pient. 

Many other phases of this 
problem might be proposed and 
examples multiplied, but let me 
sum it all up in the proposal of 
one final question: Does it not 
seem in view of the present 
dearth of priests that the mo- 
ment has come to do some ser- 
ious thinking on just how a 
priest is to allocate his time? 
Stripped of some inappropriate 
demands and delegating others 
to competent lay persons, the 
priest of the United States 
might not only be free to do 
more priestly work, but he 
might be made more effective 
in the priestly duties he per- 
forms. This could possibly be 
an approach towards alleviat- 
ing the shortage difficulty. 


& 
& 
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Everyone A Politician 


In presenting Saint Gaudens’ Statue of Lincoln to the 
British people in London in 1920, Elihu Root said: 

“Politics is the practical exercise of the art of self-govern- 
ment, and somebody must attend to it if we are to have self- 
government; somebody must study it, and learn the art, and 
exercise patience and sympathy and skill to bring the multitude 
of opinions and wishes of self-government people into such 
order that some prevailing opinion may be expressed and 
peaceably accepted. Otherwise, confusion will result either in 
dictatorship or anarchy. The principal ground of reproach 
against any American citizen should be that he is not a poli- 
tician. Everyone ought to be as Lincoln was.” 


The 


Question 


of Married Deacons 


FLOYD KEELER 


[IN a recent issue of THE 

PRIEST, Father Gerald W. 
Litjens takes rather violent ex- 
ception to an article written in 
The Register by a married con- 
vert minister, who, though I 
have not seen the article, prob- 
ably would very much like to 
be using his abilities in Church 
work as an ordained deacon. 


Father Litjens has evidently 
never read the little book 
“Married Men as Ordained 


Deacons” by the Rev. Dr. Wil- 
helm Schamoni in which the 
whole question is discussed, and 
he states “it is the author’s 
hope that the ordination of 
married men to the diaconate 
will provide an answer to the 
shortage of priests all over the 
world, particularly in the mis- 
sion field and the diaspora, and 
at the same time serve as a 
safeguard against ordination to 
the priesthood of unsuitable 
candidates.” 


There are a great many 
Protestant ministers with fam- 
ilies who are, quite believably, 
held back from becoming Ca- 
tholics because of the Church’s 
present unwillingness to use 
them in the way that they have 
chosen for themselves and for 
which they have been educat- 


_ A late vocation, Father Keeler 
is a priest of Richmond, Va. 


An objection refuted 


ed. It is very easy for one who 
has not been through it to at- 
tribute bad faith to these men 
but those who like myself have 
made the plunge, know the 
hardships and misunderstand- 
ings to which they are subject- 
ed. 


In my own case I was more 
fortunate than most, for in my 
37 years as a Catholic layman 
I was always able to do work 
in and for the Church. More 
than once I turned down posi- 
tions which would have paid 
better just because I did not 
feel I would be at all happy do- 
ing other kinds of work. Most, 
however, have to get out into 
some secular work—usually a 
very minor sort—and even a 
good many Catholic employers 
refuse to take on such men. 


Yet in practically every dio- 
cese in this country, and even 
more so in Latin America, the 
cry for more priests becomes 
ever more insistent. In the mar- 
ried Protestant clergy there is 
a solution, if the Church would 
only use them. 


About 38 years ago I made 
this suggestion but nobody 
would listen at that time. I was 
then living in a parish which 
was very extensive in area and 
whose two priests could searce- 
ly cover it, saying Mass only 
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once a month in a number of 
places. I think I could have 
used my Sundays to better ad- 
vantage as a deacon than I did 
in merely going to Mass at the 
parish church. 


Father Litjens’ objection that 
the “faithful probably would 
not like . . to receive Holy 
Communion from the hands of 
a married man” is too silly for 
words. If he has people with 
such notions he had better edu- 
cate them to know that there 
are millions of Catholics who 
receive Communion from mar- 
ried priests—or did he never 
hear of the Oriental Rites? 
Why anyone should object to 
having Communion given him 
by a man who had received a 
Sacrament which his pastor 
probably has not, is beyond my 
comprehension. I have talked 
on this subject with a number 
of persons both clerical and lay 
and I have yet to find one who 
has ever had the = slightest 
qualm were such a condition 
presented to them. 


I can understand Father Lit- 
jens’ high regard for the celi- 
bacy of the priesthood, which 
the Church shares, but as the 
Bishop of Mainz declared in 
his Christmas sermon in 1951, 
“celibacy cannot be elevated by 
lowering marriage.’ What 
about me? It is true that I had 
the misfortune to lose my wife 
some years ago, but I was mar- 
ried for nearly 40 years! No- 
body seems to object to receiv- 
ing Communion or absolution 
from me, yet I did receive the 
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Sacrament of Matrimony. In 
fact I have received all seven 
sacraments so far. 


Conjugal Love 


Naturally no man who loves 
his wife wants to lose her, nor 
does he lose his love for the 
children she may have borne to 
him, so why make him wait for 
such a catastrophe to strike be- 
fore he can be given any or- 
ders? 


Father Litjens’ other sugges- 
tion — ordaining teaching or 
lay brothers — is to my mind 
utterly foolish. Most teaching 
brothers are such because they 
do not want Holy Orders, and 
especially among the Brothers 
of the Christian Schools their 
constitutions absolutely forbid 
it. Maybe there are at Questa, 
N. Mex. (population 1,341) 
“ylenty of extremely suitable 
unmarried men” but if so, it’s 
the only place I ever heard of 
where there are! Vocations to 
the brotherhood are, from what 
I can learn, even scarcer than 
those to the priesthood, and as 
for lay brothers, most of them 
do not have the educational 
qualifications for the diaconate 
and are too busy with their own 
work to undertake such tasks. 


Meanwhile priests every- 
where are crying for help. Even 
some of our large archdioceses 
have only a few ordinations 
each year, and when I was or- 
dained five years ago in the 
Diocese of Richmond there 
were only four of us — includ- 
ing me! Last year we had two, 
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and this year six. We could 
use many more. 


Large city parishes quite of- 
ten have lay secretaries 
worthy married men — who if 
they were deacons could do 
more and would have a security 
they do not now have. In mis- 
sionary territory such as the 


great portion of this coun- 
try is, there are hundreds 
of places where there is a 
church but to which a 


priest can come only once a 
month at the most. A deacon 
resident there could hold serv- 
ices every Sunday, preach, 
distribute Holy Communion 
and do many other things. 
These resident deacons would 
be full time and be supported 
by the Church. Then there are 
also many men — some mar- 
ried and some not who 
could support themselves by 
some secular work and give 
part-time service. 


Thus far I have spoken only 


> 
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of the United States, but other 
parts of the world are even 
worse off. 


sion field there are 200,000 lay 
catechists, many of whom could 
be far more valuable as dea- 
cons, They are almost invar- 
iably married men and their 
support comes from the mis- 
sions. He does not hesitate to 
say that the comparative fail- 
ure in raising a native clergy 
here has been due to the insis- 
tence on celibacy. 


The Holy See has done so 
much to help the people of the 
world know Christ and His 
Church that I am sure we may 
hope that it will one day allow 
us to use this great pool of men 
whose only disqualification is 
that they are married, that the 


cause will not be deterred by a | 


few fanatics who seem to forget 
that Matrimony is a Sacrament 
and that one can be just as 
pious in it as he can without 
it. God grant it! 


> 
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‘Not For Publication’ 


Delivering a speech at a banquet on the night of his ar- 
rival in a city, a visiting bishop told several anecdotes he ex- 
pected to repeat at meetings the next Sunday. Because he want- 
ed to use the jokes again, he requested reporters to omit them 
from any accounts they might turn in to their paper. A cub re- 
porter commenting on the speech, ended his piece with: “The 
bishop told a number of stories that cannot be published.”— 
Louisville Courier-Journal Magazine. 


Father Schamoni — 
notes that in the foreign mis- | 
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'.. And the Priest Passed By 


. unrecognized 


pas A PRIEST. I’m some body. 

People stand up and notice me 
when I go by, my black cassock 
swirling around my legs and my 
sash swirling importantly. Nuns 
ask for my blessing and kneel 
at my feet to receive it. Chil- 
dren grab my hand and call me 
“Father.” 


°M A PRIEST. I’m close to God. 

Old people recognize this and 
give me reverence. Young peo- 
ple recognize this and give me 
deference. Men recognize this 
and watch their language. Wo- 
men recognize this and bake 
cakes for me. 


’M A PRIEST. Christ gave me 
the power to forgive sins. Pen- 
itents come to me for advice 
and do what I tell them. Mag- 
dalenes and Peters clasp my 
knees and beg forgiveness. 


Father Wiebler is at St. Am- 
brose Academy in Davenport. 
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WILLIAM F. WIEBLER 


’M A PRIEST. But today  no- 
body recognized me when I 
strolled down the hospital cor- 
ridor. None of the people stood 
up. The nuns passed me by and 
the children did not grab my 
hand. Old people stared past 
me and the young people did 
not defer to me. Men did not 
restrain their language and the 
women did not acknowledge 
me. Not even the Magdalenes 
or Peters knelt at my feet. 


‘M._A‘PRIEST, But tod ay of 
wasn’t wearing my cassock 
and collar. I was dressed in 
sports clothes to spend a day at 
the beach. How odd I felt when 
I nodded at the people in the 
corridor, spoke to the nuns, 
joked at the young people and 
children, and smiled at the pen- 
itents . . . and they looked at 
me as if I were just another 
man. 
’M A PRIEST.—a humble priest, 
after today. 


> 
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A Negro preacher finished reading a rather cryptic pass- 
age from the Scripture, removed his spectacles, closed the 
Bible with a slam that brought everybody to attention, and 
announced: “Brothers and Sisters, this mawnin’ I intend to ex- 
plain the unexplainable, find out the undefinable, ponder over 
the imponderable, and unscrew the unscrutable.” A St. Vincent’s 


Notebook. 


The Liturgy and Riba 


WALTER J. SCHMITZ, S.S., S.T.D. 


ae I offered Mass at 
an altar where I discovered 
only one altar cloth. I inform- 
ed the Sister sacristan of this 
deficiency but she seemed to 
question my remarks. What is 
the law about altar cloths? 


The general rubrics of the 
Missal state specifically that 
three altar cloths are required 
where the Holy Sacrifice is to 
be offered. Father O’Connell 
comments (Church Building 
and Furnishing, p. 193), “the 
top one being long enough not 
only to cover the table but also 
the two sides down to the 
ground — this cloth with the 
frontal, making up the full 
clothing of the altar. For the 
two under-cloths one _ cloth, 
folded in two, may be used. In 
the case of a stable altar, it 
suffices if the two under-cloths 
cover the actual portable altar 
(or altar stone) that is insert- 
ed in its table . . . The altar 
cloths must be of linen or 
hemp, not of cotton or other 
inferior material, and a fairly 
heavy linen, of not too fine a 


weave, is most suitable.” 
Father O’Connell explains 

his term “stable altar’ as one 

that is “not fixed, nor yet 


portable.” 


PROPER ORDO 
I offer Mass at a convent of 
Sisters who insist that they 
have their own ordo and that 
I must follow it. I am a dio- 


Questions and replies | 


cesan priest and dont know 
what I must do. What ordo do 
I follow, my own or the Sis- 
ters’? 


“In -the church or in “the 
principal oratory of a com- 
munity of nuns or sisters, if 
they have a proper calendar, 
that calendar is to be followed 
for the celebration of Mass; if 
they have not a proper calen- 
dar, the diocesan calendar is 
to be followed ... 

“Regular orders (i.e., religi- 
ous with solemn vows), to- 
gether with the nuns and sis- 
ters of these orders, must have 
an entirely proper calendar. So 
must Congregations or  Insti- 
tutes of both sexes. which are | 
approved by the Holy See, and 
are constituted under one gen- 
eral head (Superior General), 
if they are bound to the reci- 
tation of the Divine Office.” 
(O’Connell, Celebration of | 
Mass, pp. 55-56) 


PATRONAL FEAST DIFFICULTY 

Our diocesan cathedral is. 
dedicated to St. John, whose | 
feast is observed on Dec. 27. 
With these various changes for 
the Mass and the Divine Office, 
there was considerable confu- 
sion. At Mass, do we use the 
Mass of St. John or of Christ- 
mas? What preface if we offer 
the Mass of St. John? Further, | 
if it is a sung Mass, would we | 
commemorate the Christmas | 
Mass? 
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The Mass of St. John would 
be said and the _ preface of 
Christmas would be employed. 
Following the regulation about 
commemorations, we are of the 
mind that on this feast there 
would be no commemoration of 
the Christmas Mass at the sung 
Mass in honor of St. John. 


DIALOGUE Mass 
With the new instructions 
that were issued from Rome 
this past September about 
music and liturgy, please solve 
a difficulty for me: It men- 
tions a lector or commentator 
reading the epistle and gospel 
in the vernacular. Must that 
be done just before the Credo 
of the Mass, or can it be done 
while the celebrant of the Mass 

is reading these parts? 


From commentaries avail- 
able, it would seem that the 
epistle and gospel can be read 
in the vernacular at the pre- 
cise time that they are being 
read by the celebrant of the 
_ Mass. 


CORPORAL IN THE TABERNACLE 


Recently, the architect for 
our new church remarked that 
the inside of the tabernacle did 
not need a corporal if it was 
suitably lined with gold or 
cedar wood. What is the regu- 
lation on this? 


Both Monsignor Collins 
(Church Edifice and its Ap- 
pointments) and Father J. B. 
O’Connell (Church Building 
‘and Furnishing) state that the 
floor of the tabernacle should 
i be covered with a corporal and 


THE LITURGY AND RUBRICS 


337 


it generally is. However, Fa- 
ther O’Connell says that “this 
is not expressly prescribed, but 
its obligation follows from the 
Ritual and the Code of Canon 
Law.” Monsignor Collins says 
“this is not a special require- 
ment for the tabernacle as 
such, but an application of the 
general law.” 


CIBORIUM VEIL 

What is the obligation of 
having the ciborium or ciboria 
veiled when they are reposed 
in the tabernacle? 

The Code of Canon Law (No. 
1270) and the Roman Ritual 
both prescribe that the cibor- 
jum containing the Blessed 
Sacrament is to be veiled. 


VESTMENT MATERIAL 

We are preparing to pur- 
chase some new vestments and 
some of the priests maintain 
that materials other than silk 
can be used, since many of the 
manufacturers employ other 
materials. What is the law 
about the material required for 
vestments? 

“Although neither the rub- 
rics of the Liturgical Books 
nor any general decrees of the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites 
have specified the proper ma- 
terial for the manufacture of 
the outer vestments, all the 
Decrees of the S.R.C. which 
have dealt with the matter 
point to but three materials as 
suitable and licit. These ma- 
terials are silk, cloth of gold, 
and cloth of silver. This con- 
clusion is reached, not in view 


_of the fact that the S.R.C. has 
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specified that such materials 
are proper, but rather by a 
process of elimination and in- 
timation, that is to say, in view 
of the fact that other materials 
have been prescribed, and these 
have thus become approved in- 
directly. The authors, too, are 
unanimous in their opinion 
that only. silk, gold, or silver 
vestments are licit... 

“That silk, gold, and silver 
are regarded as the only suit- 
able materials for these vest- 
ments becomes more apparent 
when one studies the decrees 
which proscribed or forbade 
the use of any other type of 
material. Thus the use of lin- 
en or cotton vestments is for- 
bidden in a decree that was 
issued to the Diocese of Mo- 
dena. 


“A new type of material, the 
primary feature of which was 
glass thread mixed with silk, 
gold, or silver, was also pro- 
scribed. In like manner the 
S.R.C. has given a ruling that 
woolen vestments may not be 
USCCeanme 

“The mind of the S.R.C. that 
silk is the ordinary material 
for vestments is also apparent 
from two decrees which per- 
mit the manufacture of vest- 
ments made of materials mixed 
with silk. The first such decree 
permits the use of vestments, 
the outer surface of which is 
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made of silk mixed with cot- 
ton, wool, or linen, but which 
appears as silk to the eye. The 
second decree permits the use: 
of material which is a texture 
of silk and of threads of the} 
cloth-mulberry . . . It should 
be noted that in both cases the} 
permitted material is at least 
partly silk .. 

“Hence it appears to be per- 
fectly permissible to conclude 
that at the present time the 
only materials which can be 
used licitly for the manufac- 
ture of the outer vestments are} 
silk, gold, and silver... 


“Until the present (1950), 
at least, the S.R.C. has given 
no ruling regarding vestments. 
made of nylon. Until a de- 
cree is forthcoming on the mat- 
ter, it appears to be illicit to 
use this material for vestments, | 
even though it is generally re- 
garded to have the same ap- 
pearance, texture, and value 
as silk.” (Sadlowski, The Sac- 
red Furnishings of Churches, 
pp. 138-140) 

Misa PRO PROPULO 

When a day on which the 
Missa Pro Populo is prescrib-. 
ed falls on Sunday, is the one} 
obligated to say the Missa Pro: 
Populo bound to say two Mass-. 
es to fulfill his obligation? 

It is sufficient for the priest! 
thus obligated to apply only) 
one Mass Pro Populo. 


Oh, what a place of pilgrimage has each of us in his own 
breast, after having received into it the body of Jesus, and 
harbored it there, triumphant and glorious, full of energy 
and life, animated by that divine soul that has only thoughts | 
of peace and salvation for us!—Cardinal Wiseman. 


The Code of Canon Law 


Questions answered 


HAT instructions are to be 
given to a dying adult be- 
fore Baptism? 


In its sincere desire to have 
all souls obtain eternal salva- 
tion, the Church requires but a 
minimum of instruction for a 
dying yet conscious adult. As 
a consequence, the element of 
time normally demanded in the 
catechumenate for instructions 
preliminary to the reception of 
baptism has no place in the 
hasty though substantial prep- 
aration required for those who 
are baptized while in danger 
of death. 


When an adult is in danger 
of death and cannot be diligent- 
ly instructed in all the principal 
mysteries of the faith, then it is 
sufficient, in order that he may 
be baptized, that he assent in 
‘some manner to these doctrines, 
and sincerely promise that he 
will observe the command- 
ments of the faith. It would 
certainly be sufficient in such 
circumstances if he explicitly 
declared that he believed all the 
truths which the Catholic 
‘Church proposes for belief, or 
which the faithful believe, or 
whatever must be performed 
for his eternal salvation. 


When a case of prudent doubt 
exists, and there is no time for 
further instructions, then bap- 
tism may be given conditionally 
with the formula si es capax. 
In the case of a semi-conscious 
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patient the Holy Office stated 
that signs such as a nodding of 
the head or a simple “yes” are 
satisfactory when, at some time 
previous to the danger of death, 
the patient had expressed a de- 
sire of being baptized. 


Concerning a case of baptism 
in danger of death, the Sacred 
Congregation of the Holy Office 
was asked whether all the mys- 
teries of the faith had to be ex- 
plained to an adult who is near 
death, if such an _ instruction 
would disturb his peace of mind. 
In this inquiry it was suggested 
that a promise be obtained from 
the adult to the effect that he 
would complete the instruction 
if he should recover from the 
danger. In its reply the Holy 
Office stated that a mere prom- 
ise was not sufficient from an 
adult who was capable of un- 
derstanding the principal doc- 
trines of the Church, and that, 
consequently, the mysteries of 
the faith which were requisite 
as a means were to be impart- 
ed to him, even when he was 
near death. 


If a person has fallen into 
complete unconsciousness and 
can no longer ask for baptism, 
but has either previously or in 
his present state manifested his 
desire to receive baptism, he 
can be baptized conditionally 
with the formula si vis baptiz- 
ari. In the event of his recov- 
ery, if some doubt remains con- 
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cerning the validity of his pre- 
vious baptism, then he should 
be rebaptized conditionally 
with the formula: si non es 
baptizatus. 

Vermeersch stated that con- 
ditional baptism should be giv- 
en to an adult who is dying 
and who cannot in any way 
manifest his mind, even though 
he may have resisted conver- 
sion while he was in good 
health. But this doctrine ap- 
pears to be at variance with the 
Code, which requires either the 
present existence of an inten- 
tion to receive baptism, or a 
previous manifestation of the 
same. Since in the case of an 
adult the intention to receive 
baptism is necessary for the 
validity of the sacrament, it 
must be concluded that under 
the circumstances proposed by 
Vermeersch the _ sacrament 
would be exposed to invalidity 
in a very haphazard manner. 
(Conway, “Time and Place of 
Baptism,” p. 77) 


THE REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGE 


Who is to record the fact of 
the celebration of a marriage, 
the pastor or the priest who 
performed the ceremony? 

Canon 1103, §1, determines 
who shall be responsible for re- 
cording the celebration of mar- 
riage. This obligation is placed 
directly upon the pastor or his 
substitute—that is, upon the one 
who assumes the role of pastor 
in some stable manner, e.g., 
during the vacancy of the par- 
ish or in the absence of the pas- 
tor. The pastor moreover must 
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eare for the making of this en- 
try in the marriage record even 
if another priest was delegated 
by him or the Ordinary to as- 
sist at the marriage. The pur- 
pose underlying this legislative 
demand gives foundation to the 
common canonical opinion that 
the pastor’s obligation to record 
the marriage is a grave one. 
O’Rourke introduces the pos- 
sibility of assistant pastors hav- 
ing special powers in regard to 
the registration of marriages. 
He bases his opinion on the fact 
that an assistant may receive 
general delegation to assist at 
marriages in the parish to 
which he is assigned. From 
this he concludes that since the 
assistant thus acquires a pas- 
toral right quoad matrimonium, 
he also contracts the corre- 
sponding duty of recording the 
marriages at which he assists. | 
While this contention is not 
unfeasible a priori, it is difficult 
to reconcile it with the text o 
the canon which places the duty 
of recording the marriage upon 
the pastor and at the same time 
absolves the delegated priest of! 
any obligation in the matter. 
Even though the assistant be: 
given general delegation, he re- 
mains a sacerdos delegatus. The 
canon makes no provision for 
transfer of the obligation of re- 
cording the marriage to one: 
who assists at the marriage 
in virtue of his general delegat- 
ed power. Although rights and 
duties are ordinarily correla— 
tive, the wording of the law 
prohibits such an illation in this: 
particular matter. 


| 
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The pastor who is obliged to 
record the marriage is the 
“parochus loci,” that is, the pas- 
tor of the parish in which the 
marriage is celebrated. Marri- 
age will generally be celebrated 
in the parish church, although 
by exception and with proper 
permission it may be celebrated 
elsewhere, e.g., in a church 
which is not a parish church or 
in an oratory. In such a case 
the marriage shall be recorded 
by the pastor of the parish in 
the territory of which the 
church or oratory is located. 
The assisting priest is charged 
with the duty of acquainting 
the pastor with the necessary 
information. 


The canon mentions that the 
registration is to be made 
“‘quamprimum.” This implies 
that ordinarily the registration 
should be made forthwith upon 
the celebration of the marriage. 
Just causes may justify a post- 
oonement, but certain authors 
Jo not permit an _ interval of 
more than three or four days to 
lapse before the marriage is 
recorded. However, the obliga- 
ion to register the marriage 
mmediately is not inherently a 
yrave one. Consequently Cap- 
sello believes that even a long- 
r delay does not become seri- 
uusly sinful, unless in conse- 
yuence of it the pastor would 
xpose himself to the danger of 
orgetting the registration en- 
irely. 

Content of the Notation 


It may be noted that the rec- 
rd should contain the informa- 


CANON LAW 341 


tion required by the Code, the 
Roman Ritual and by the local 
diocesan law. The importance 
of a diligent observance of can- 
onical prescriptions in regard 
to the maintenance of the mat- 
rimonial register and the proper 
recording of marriages has been 
emphasized by the Congrega- 
tion of the Sacraments in its In- 
struction of the year 1941. 


The Obligation 


The principal question which 
canon 1103, §1, raises is wheth- 
er the obligation of recording 
the marriage is so personal to 
the pastor that it is not lawful 
for him to commit the task to 
someone else. The practice of 
permitting the priest who as- 
sists at the marriage to make 
the registration is common. 
What can be said of this? It 
appears that the priest who as- 
sists at the marriage, whether 
he be an assistant pastor or 
merely a delegated priest, has 
no duty or obligation in regard 
to recording the marriage. The 
pastor is responsible for this 
even when he does not assist at 
the marriage. It seems, how- 
ever, that there is nothing 
which prohibits the pastor from 
fulfilling this duty by entrust- 
ing it to someone else. 


Among the authors consulted 
on this point, the following, 
while taking cognizance of the 
practice, do not consider it to 
be in contravention of the law: 
Vermeersch-Creusen, Cappello, 
De Smet, Rossi, Petrovits, Davis 
and Woywod. 


BOOK REVIEWS ( 


Moral Theology 


John A. McHugh, O.P. and Charles 
J. Callan, O.P., revised and enlarg- 
ed by Edward P. Farrell, O.P. 
Jos. F. Wagner, Inc., 1958, 2 vols., $20.00 


HIS huge (1537 pages) two- 

volume set is best described to 
those not familiar with it by its 
subtitle “A Complete Course 
Based on St. Thomas Aquinas and 
the Best Modern Authorities.” 
The intention of the original au- 
thors was to present a complete 
and comprehensive treatise on 
moral theology in the vernacular, 
tersely condensing the common 
teaching of theologians into read- 
able and practical paragraphs 
whose emphasis was to be highly 
positive. This they hoped to 
achieve by eliminating acciden- 
tals (se., the stressing of contro- 
versies, citation of authors, coun- 
terbalancing of opposing opin- 
ions) and approaching moral from 
the point of view of the virtues. 


All will welcome a revision of 
this standard work by a man of 
Father Farrell’s competence. His 
revision is, as he says, no rewrit- 
ing; rather he renders current the 
coin already minted by his illus- 
trious colleagues in the year 1929. 
Consequently he works within the 
scope of the original plan and 
methods, preserving features of 
the original manual, in fact so 
faithfully at times that one may 
read forty or fifty pages without 
a detectable variation from the 
original. 

In a sense this is unfortunate; 
for some of the rather quaint 
terminology of the early edition 
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has survived. Words such as “Te 
vilement,” “lewdness,” “irritant 
of the early edition and thei 
likes wear uneasily with the cris} 
modernity of F’s additions. More 
over, in these handsome an¢ 
soundly bound volumes, the cop 
blunders of the early editiox 
have been resurrected and gives 
a new lease on life. For exa 
ple, of temperance: “‘There is nee¢ 
of a perfect virtue like temper 
ature to rule them (appetites).’ 
(n. 2543) In n. 2588 we reac 
liquors for liquids and so on. 


It can also reasonably be wo 
dered whether the original scop¢ 
of the work has not imposed tr 
ing limits on the revisor. Design 
edly the authors eliminated, ay 
accidental, discussion of contr 
versies and opposing positions and 
settled for practical conclusions‘ 
It is certainly not F’s intentiow 
that these brief conclusion 
should constitute a priest’s knowl 
edge of moral theology. He sup 
poses that such skeletal outline 
will be supplemented by class 
room casuistry and periodical lit 
erature—a fact indicated, for ex 
ample, by his general reference 
to the standard works on medica 
ethics. In this sense, the subtitle 
is somewhat deceptive. With al 
moralists, F. is deeply consciou: 
that the day has long passec 
when a priest can get by with ¢ 
bag of conclusions for practice 
With an increasingly informed la 
ity, the responsible priest wil 
feel the need for a reasoned un 
derstanding of nearly every phasé 
of morality. This need, togethe: 
with the decision to omit discus 
sion of opposing opinions, sharp 
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‘ens one’s regret that the ancil- 
\lary bibliography (especially in 


a areas of more current prob- 
slems) is so sparse. 


In terms of mere bulk, Father 
(Farrell’s revision amounts to 
‘about forty pages of additional 
‘material and numerous deletions. 
a more notable additions are 


‘concerned with scrupulosity, faith 
‘and its object, forbidden societies, 
)modern warfare, abortion, mutila- 
[tion, Catholic judges and divorce, 
jabsolutely grave sum of theft, 
jeontracts, narcotics, role of the 
‘laity in the Church, fasting, ar- 
‘tificial insemination, periodic con- 
‘tinence morality of the strike, 
jminister of Confirmation, Euchar- 
yistic fast and evening Masses, 
jmatter and form of Orders, usury. 


) On the whole, these additions 
‘are clear and concise, current, 
eo and eminently fair in 
‘their summary presentation of 
idisputed points. Thus, for exam- 
ple, F’s conclusions with regard 
to organic transplantation briefly 
Leercsent the present status of 
he controversy, though the scope 
of the work forces the sacrifice 
jof values a more prolonged dis- 
lussion would yield, sc., real un- 
iderstanding of the issues. 

More in particular, Father Far- 
rell’s treatment of periodic con- 
‘inence is orderly and accurate, 
‘hough this reader was consecu- 
‘ively shocked and tickled by the 
statement that “it should be easy 
*or many (couples) to have at 
‘east a dozen children.” 

| F’s treatment of sterilization 
‘eaves something to be desired. 
The definition of indirect sterili- 
‘ation as that whose purpose is 
‘to remove diseased organs” is in- 
elicitous. How would one classify, 
‘or example, an ovariectomy for 
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prevention of cancer of the 
breast, or prolonged roentgen 


therapy to snuff out an incipient 
malignancy? These are certainly 
sterilizing procedures and would 
unhesitatingly be classified as in- 
direct sterilization by all theolo- 
gians; yet in one case the organ 
is not removed, in the other it 
is not diseased. 


Furthermore, to justify indirect 
sterilization, “the ethical principle 
involved is the indirect voluntary 
or the principle of the double ef- 
fect.” Immediately following F’s 
treatment of the principle of to- 
tality this statement appears to 
suggest that no appeal to this 
more general principle is neces- 
sary. 


Actually, any mutilation (apart 
from the disputed matter of or- 
ganic transplantation) is justifi- 
able only on grounds of the prin- 
ciple of totality; sterilization, 
since it involves the disposal of 
a function with a further tel- 
eology, demands also the applica- 
tion of the principle of the double 
effect. F’s formulation that “mu- 
tilation of an innocent person 
that is not necessary for his 
bodily safety is unlawful” would 
leave us with a rather knotty 
problem of justifying any kind 
of psycho-surgery. The implica- 
tions of the statement that “when 
a cesarean section offers the sole 
chance of saving a mother’s life, 
it is permitted” might puzzle 
many a reader. 

In the matter of servile work, 
I would have hoped for a little 
less conservatism. The McHugh- 
Callan version remains intact in 
spite of a vast and intelligent 
literature on the point. When he 
treats the Eucharistic fast, Fa- 
ther Farrell erroneously retains 
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the phrase ‘natural water,” a 
qualification present in Christus 
Dominus but omitted in Sacram 
Communionem. In the treatment 
on strikes, F. rightly exercises a 
judicious caution with a liberal 
sprinkling of “seems.” 


The Monitum on amplexus res- 
ervatus and the instruction on 
cooperation in a wife’s contracep- 
tion might have proved service- 
able in the section on the use of 
marriage, as would some mention 
of Situation Ethics in the earlier 
chapters. The new preface to the 
Index has given rise to a discus- 
sion about the meaning of Opera 
omnia which might well have 
been included in n. 860, c. Those 
with pastoral inclinations would 
have appreciated from one of F’s 
prudence and sagacity additions 
on the matter of alcoholism, ado- 
lescent masterbation and dating 
habits, drug addiction, various 
forms of blacklisting, etc. 


Revision is at best a difficult 
and unwelcome task. It must not 
be a thankless one. The English 
speaking clergy owe Father Far- 
rell a hearty thanks for his cour- 
age in shouldering such a burden, 
and appreciation for the consider- 
able success he has enjoyed in 
rendering more useful an already 
useful manual. — Richard A. 
McCormick, S.J., West Baden Col- 
lege. 


The Roman Socrates 
by Louis Bouyer 
tr. by Michael Day 


Newman, Westminster, Md. 
1958, pp. 87, $1.50 


HE subtitle of this book, “A 
Portrait of St. Philip Neri,” 
just about sums up its contents. 
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There is a_ six-page prolog 
which presents a picture of t 
saint moving about through Ror 
bantering, joking, unconventio 
— the Philip Neri known a 
loved by his contemporari 
There is an eight-page epilog 
which attempts to make und 
standable how the banterer, t 
joker, the unconventional co 
exist in the ascetic. 


The other sixty-six pages of t 
book (whose text begins for sor 
reason on p. 7) contains thr 
chapters: Layman, Priest, Sai 
They are vignettes of St. Phi 
showing his great influence o 
others before his _ ordinati 
afterwards, and later as the fo 
der of the Oratory. 


The book contains biographi 
information but it is not a b 
graphy. It expresses attraction 
St. Philip but it is not a spec 
pleading. It is what the auth 
calls it — a portrait. As such, | 
is acceptable and commendab 
— Vincent M. Eaton, SS., 
Charles College, Catonsville, M 


The 1959 
National Catholic Almanac 
ed. by Felician A. Foy, O.F.1 
St. Anthony’s Guild, Paterson, N. a} 
1959, 696 pp., eat be by Doubleday & % 
cy eees a priest has the me}! 
ory of a Macaulay he nee 
an encyclopedia of Catholic fa 
at his fingertips, specificall 
right at the phone-stand. Ti 
National Catholic Almanac su 
plies such a file of facts, co 
prehensive and compact. 


The volume presents a dictia 
ary of Catholic terms, snap} 
summaries of important Chur: 
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y history, lists of patron saints 
} (cancer, television, mentally ill), 
+ movie ratings, and books of Cath- 
| Olic interest published during the 
past year. As a ready reference 
4for Catholics, The Almanac has 
¢no equal. 

* In addition, the book includes 
‘current material, listing the new- 
est of the cardinals, the import- 
,ant events of past months up to 
i November, 1958, and reports of 
jthe death of Pius XII and the 
election of John XXIII. 


7 For the most part, items re- 
iceive brief, statistical notice. Cur- 
(rent documents of notable import- 
jiance are reproduced in their en- 
jtirety, such as the encyclicals on 
|China, psychology and problems 
of heredity, plus the radio ad- 
\dress directed to the Mariological 
)}Congress at Lourdes. 

Such up-to-date features give 

\The Almanac yearly significance 
\for priests conscious of modern 
a At the same time, the 
volume repeats accurate reviews 
of marriage legislation, major 
jnorms of morality and dogma, 
‘division and functions of the 
Sacred Congregations. 
/ Chapters dealing with the posi- 
ition of “Catholics in Wars of the 
(United States,” “Catholics Repre- 
sented in National Statuary Hall,” 
“Catholics in the Presidents’ Ca- 
binets,” and similar topics give 
one a justifiable pride in the po- 
jsition and accomplishments of the 
(Church in America. 


| Priests engaged in youth work 


Se 


iwill find reports on _ national 
youth movements. Listings of 
seminaries, religious congrega- 


‘ions, colleges and youth organiz- 
itions will help them _ direct 
young people in vocational and 
‘elated problems. 
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is Catholic it 
in the Catholic 


If the matter 
may be found 


Almanac — current, comprehen- 
sive and compact. — Bonaventure 
Stefun, O.F.M. Cap., Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 


The Heroes of God 
by Henri Daniel-Rops 


Hawthorne Books, New York, 
pp. 224, $3.95 


1959 


Ses Daniel-Rops has studied 

much, imagined much, and 
labored much with authoritative 
sources to produce his recent 
book, The Heroes of God. He 
writes fluently, and keeps his nar- 
rative on each of his ‘“Adven- 
turers of God’ rolling briskly. It 
is a solid, superior bit of story- 
telling. 

The book’s 220 pages are filled 
with colorful historical material 
and will please both the young 
and the old reader. It is a fasci- 
nating panorama of eleven noble 
workers in the Lord’s vineyard. 
The word portraits range from 
Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
Xavier, pioneer of Asia, and Fa- 
ther Juniper Serra, creator of Cal- 
ifornia, to the lesser known Fa- 
ther Foucald, White Hermit of Sa- 
hara, and Father Nussbaum, the 
martyr of the forbidden Tibet. 


The reader may agree or dis- 
agree with Daniel-Rops’ eleven se- 
lections, for it is a mixture of the 
known and the unknown. How- 
ever, each one carried the Cross 
to the far corners of the earth 
with a passioned desire to expend 
himself for God and his subjects. 

The book is without a doubt a 
unique addition to his previous 
successes in the literary world. 
George A. Rosso, Rear Ad- 
miral, CHC, USN. 
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Continued from page 290 


then sentenced to two years in 
prison. This sentence was finally 
commuted to expulsion forever 
from China. It turned him into a 
complete reactionary, a dedicated 
“rightist” with one grande pas- 
sion: anti-Communism. 

As part of his crusade, he or- 
ganized this Cardinal Mindszenty 
Foundation to help educate peo- 
ple in the evils of Communism. 
It operates through a sort of 
study-club along do-it-yourself 
lines. Father Dunker has mapped 
out a series of ten meetings 
based on ten Government docu- 
ments carefully chosen for their 
intrinsic interest and for their 
coverage of the total war that 
Communism is waging against 


Our Lord. The program is desigr 
ed so that anyone can be a stud) 
group-leader. 


Other projects of the Found 
tion include the release of 
monthly column on the subjed 
to the Catholic Press and _ thi 
sponsoring of lectures by expert 
in the field. 


Father Dunker invites inquirie 


— 


A Special Appeal 


WE have been correspondit 

with the Very Reverend S¢ 
bastian Pinakatt in South India fai 
many years, sending him Mass stig} 
ends, and the like, He wrote us r 
cently that he has two seminaria 
who are in great financial strait 


Write for details to: 


ieee MONASTERY 


For your Ordination 
Send a Beautiful ENGRAVED INVITATION 


Original design by the Carmelite Nuns. 
Cards $15.00 per hundred, plus imprinting charge. 


1740 Newburg Road 
Louisville 5, Kentucky 


1959 Pastoral Psychology Workshops 


Sessions July 20-24 and July 27-31 
for clergymen of all faiths 


OUTSTANDING FACULTY 


WRITE FOR PROGRAM FOLDER 
INSTITUTE FOR MENTAL HEALTH 


ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY 
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COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 
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We gather from a long correspond- 
'ence with our friend that most of 
| our fellow-priests in India lack the 
i bare essentials. 

.. Can anyone provide some used 
jcassocks or even black cloth suit- 
table for a cassock, or second-hand 
t books? We think that we might go 
| beyond the text of the letter itself 
and suggest that anything you 
/have which you don’t need can be 
| put to good use in the church of 
| South India. 


Address your contributions to: 
t Rev. Sebastian Pinakatt 
4 St. Mary’s Forane Church 
) Bharananganam P. O. 
South India 


| 

! Father Pinakatt has established 
innumerable maternity hospitals 
‘and medical centers in his more 
‘than 25 years in the priesthood. 


12th Annual Offering 


@ ELEMENTARY LATIN 
j @ INTERMEDIATE LATIN 


His first project, conceived while 
he was still a seminarian, the Mary 
Giri Medical Mission Society, has 
developed into a 125-bed hospital, 
which has so far treated 19,932 in- 
patients and 137,439 out-patients, 
delivered 3,344 children, and per- 
formed 4,197 operations. 


Giovanni Cardinal Mercati 


IME magazine recently ran an 

interesting sketch on longevity 
as instanced in the lives of such 
men as Bernard Baruch (88), Se- 
bastian Kresge (91) of five-and- 
dime fame, Frank Lloyd Wright 
(89), Senator Theodore Green 
(91), Herbert Hoover (84), coach 
Alonzo Stagg (96), and others. 


With the aid of Speculum, the 
journal of mediaeval studies, we 


Pre-Seminary Latin 


Concentrated and Accelerated Study 
} June 15 — July 29 


(First and Second Year) 


(Third and Fourth Year) 


Classroom training six days a week supplemented by per- 
sonal supervision of trained Jesuits in courses specially adapted 
to the needs of seminarians and pre-seminarians. 


Students are housed in double rooms on campus amid un- 
usually comfortable surroundings for summer study. 
e@ GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS ALSO AVAILABLE. 


For descriptive brochures, write to: 


CLASSICS DEPARTMENT 
JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY, Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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would like to add a name at least 
equally interesting, Giovanni Car- 
dinal Mercati. His Eminence died 
in 1957, at the age of 91, as pre- 
fect of the Vatican Library where 
he succeeded Achille Ratti, Pope 
Pius XI. 


Indicative of the high respect he 
enjoyed in the world of scholarship 
are the six imposing volumes of 
studies dedicated to his honor in 
1946, and the more than five hun- 
dred letters of congratulation sent 
him by scholars from all over the 
world when he reached the age of 
ninety. 


He spent 59 years in the Vati- 
can Library, almost until the time 
of his death, working from seven 
in the morning till seven at night. 
Those who saw him a few days 
before his death found him read- 


THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA 


announces 
THREE SPECIAL SUMMER PROGRAMS 
FOR PRIESTS AND SEMINARIANS 
June 29 to August 7, 1959 


THE PREACHERS INSTITUTE: Rev. John L. Madden, director. | 
Sermon building and composition; art of expression; elimina- 


tion of defects; 
DAW, 


ing as usual though with difficul 
because of failing vision. 


What particularly caught our ¢ 
tention was the fact that in a bi 
ography of his writings containi 
421 items, sixty-two, among th 
several long monographs, he p 
lished between the ages of s 
enty-five and ninety! 


His interests were certai 
catholic, embracing ancient Gre 
and Roman _ authors, Byzantil 
Greek and mediaeval Lati' 
church history and liturgy, t 
Italian Renaissance, and pale 
raphy. | 


Greetings and Salutatio 


WE presume that many of of 
readers are familiar with t 
custom which prevails in so 


individual preaching powers; recording and © 


INSTITUTE ON CATHOLIC SOCIAL ACTION: 
Rev. Patrick W. Gearty, director. 
In collaboration with the Social Action Department, NCWC; 
courses on social subjects; field trips to various agencies; spec- 
ial lectures by experts in several fields. 


ee IN CATHOLIC PASTORAL COUNSELING: 


Dr. J. Steimel, director. 


Pay noloey and counseling applied to pastoral work; tech- 


niques in counseling individua 


onstrations, consultation. 


and groups; practice, dem- 


For complete information write to the 
DIRECTOR OF THE SUMMER SESSION 
The Catholic University of America, Washington 17, D.C. 
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FUND RAISING 
CAMPAIGNS 


MAHONEY, WIELERT & O°BRIEN 


MUrray Hill 9-7891 


New 


Spring Books 


The Trial of Jesus 


By Dr. Josef Blinzler. Translated by 
Isabel and Florence McHugh. A schol- 
arly discussion of the events of the 
first Holy Week and the sequence 
which led to Christ’s crucifixion. A 
brilliant handling of legal, archeolo- 


gical_and_historical_tools. $4.50 


Problems 
in the Liturgy 


By Gerard Montague, D.D. Practical 
solutions for bringing the day-to-day 
customs and exigencies of parish life 
into line with the strict requirements 
of the rubrics, together with informa- 
tion on the history and present status 


of liturgical developments. $5.50 


Dictionary of the 


New Latin Psalter 


By Rev. William J. Konus. A much- 
needed dictionary for seminarians and 
religious just beginning recitation of 
the Divine Office and for those priests 
who have begun use of the New 
Psalter. $2.75 


Readings 


es = 

in Economics 

The College Readings Series, 
No. 5. 

Edited with Introduction and commen- 
tary by Richard E. Mulcahy, S.J. 
Provocative readings dealing with key 
problems in this important field, show- 
ing that moral considerations cannot 
be divorced from the science of ec- 
onomics as it deals with human re- 
lationships. $2.25 


Christ at 
Every Crossroad 


By Francois Desplanques, S.J. Trans- 
lated by Germaine R. Serve. The au- 
thor of Living the Mass here presents 
a book of meditations for lay people. 
The style is colorful, impassioned, yet 
simple, studded with concrete images 
taken from life. A _ selection of the 
Thomas More Book Club. $2.75 


Wherever good books are sold 


The Newman Press 
WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND 


EF EN le er 
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religious communities of saluting! 
one another with some pious for- 
mulary. It happened in this par- 
ticular convent that long after 
hours Mother Superior heard @ 
prowler rummaging around down 
stairs. She went storming through 
the halls in considerable pani 
but not without propriety. “Praise: 
be the © Lord,” ‘she shouted, 
“there’s a man in the house!’ Tor 
which her _ second-in-command! 
shouted back, “Thanks be to God. 


Where is he?” | 


And a tip of the birettum to 
W.A., S.J. 


Ci 


Only What? 


F course, we Catholics would) 

say that Archbishop Cushing} 
has been elevated to the rank o 
Cardinal but this is the language: 
of the Faith not usually spoken) 
outside of its ambits. At least Ben 
Alexander of Dragnet and Badge’ 
714 fame found himself tripped! 
up by this specialized vocabulary. 
Ben likes to tell the story on him-: 
self, and a mutual friend passed 
it on to us. 


Not a Catholic, when Ben met 
Archbishop Cushing some _ years: 
ago he experienced no little ini-: 
tial difficulty in trying to remem-: 
ber what to call him, whether it 
was Archbishop or Your Excel-: 
lency or Your Highness or what! 
The then Archbishop asked, “Ben, 
do you know the Archbishop of 
Los Angeles?” Ben, with more as- 
surance now, replied knowingly, 
“Oh, we don’t have an Archbish- 
op in Los Angeles, sir. All we 
have is a Cardinal.” 


fe ee 


A Rather 
Amazing Booklet 


T is sad for some of us to see 
the professor of liturgy at the 
Irish National Seminary, Maynooth, 
charged by Father McManus (let- 
ter in the November issue) with 
liturgical obstructionism. Perhaps 
Father Montague will respond in 
a letter of his own. 

When he does, I hope he will 
offer some explanation for the 
rather amazing booklet, edited by 
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him in 1955, to plaee in the hands 
of the people taking part in the 
new Holy Week rites. Below I list 
a few of the Latin rubrics of 
Ordo Hebdomadae Sanctae and 
the corresponding text in Father 
Montague’s English edition (with 
page references): 

Respondent omnes. 


The choir answers. (p. 10). 
Omnes: R/. 
R/. (pela) 
... quod cantatur a schola, 
comitantibus omnibus ad- 
stantibus . . 
the choir sings... (p. 71). 


Et ab omnibus respondetur. 
R/. (p. 80) 
Such “editing out” of the rubri- 
cal indications of the people’s par- 
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ticipation does not, I hope, indicate 
the trend of the liturgy course at 
Maynooth. 

But perhaps the most difficult 
point to understand about Father 
Montague’s booklet (p. 79) was the 


Wherever they are, youngsters 
are reminded that Faith Pro- 
tects . . . as LITHOPHANE 
stained-glass windows serenely 
reflect Holy Scenes. 


Inexpensive; novices can ap- 
ply. Send window diagrams. 
We supply Free Layouts, Free 
Samples. 


ISINGLASS 
VALANCE CO. 


Dept. P-94, 5206 Tilden Ave. 
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back. 


boards. 
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complete suppression of the of! 
ficial rubric directing all the faith; 
ful to recite the Pater noster i 
Latin with the celebrant on oa 
Friday. And then (in a booklet tha 
contained quite a bit of Latin ag) 
well as English) the text of th 
Pater noster was given only i 
English! Did he want to mak 
doubly sure? 


Hiberniae amator, sed dole 


The Eucharistic Fast 


| was quite delighted with the! 
communication in the  Feb.,) 
1959, issue of THE Priest by Fa- 
ther Maguire, referring to my re-} 
marks on the Eucharistic fast in 
the December, 1958, issue. It is 
surely good when the clergy seize} 
the mighty weapon of the pen) 
and rush to the combat. The 
points were well taken. 


“Beware that cough drop!” It 
seems the fray centers around the} 
lowly cough drop. The rule now 
is that the sick and infirm, even 
though not confined to bed, may! 
take medicine and non-alcoholic 
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liquids at any time before Com- 
munion. It is evidently the mind 
of the Holy See to grant this 
privilege to any person who, be- 
cause of some form of ailment, 
finds it somewhat inconvenient to 
observe the ordinary rules of the 
Eucharistic fast. Cardinal Ottavi- 
ani does not say anything about 
the need of a grave inconvenience 
to justify the use of the privil- 
ege. 


But, to come back to the low- 
ly cough drop, it is true as the 
above-mentioned pastor says, that 
if one is troubled with persist- 
ent cough or something like that, 
this is then medicine, and the 
‘ough drop may be taken up to 
ithe time of Holy Communion. But 
ticle which endeavored to portray 
be a big one in some cases of 


cough, namely, that a priest who 
has to preach at Mass and is 
troubled with a cough may take 
a cough drop before Mass. But he 
may not keep it in his mouth up 
to the time of Holy Communion. 
He should remove or swallow the 
cough drop beginning Mass. The 
reason? The priest is permitted to 
take medicine or liquid nourish- 
ment only up to the time of the 
beginning of Mass, the sick or 
infirm priest, that is. 

Fr. W. Herbst, S.D.S. 

Menominee, Michigan 


Alcoholism ‘not a disease’ 


fe the January issue of THE 
Priest there was a feature ar- 
ticle which endeavored to portray 
alcoholism as a “disease.” This is 


Invest through our 
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a conception now almost complete- 
ly abandoned by authorities on 
the subject, medical and moral. 
It was held that Alcoholics 
Anonymous held this principle as 
a starting point. Nothing could be 
further from the truth! A.A.’s in- 
sistence on humility as the cor- 
nerstone for the rebuilding of the 
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MARY MOORE 
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edifice, toppled by selfishness 4 
weakness, is just one evidence} 
its realistic approach to alcol 
ism 


Make the alcoholic think ft) 
he is the hopeless victim of a 
ease (like arthritis!) and he 
find the “escape” that most 
coholics are seeking, in order | 
shun realism and the discipll 
of the hard road back. Accumul 
ing quacks and sensational sto} 
in slick magazines are harm) 
rather than helping the ma 
ment. 


The eminent medical authori 
Dr. William Brady, wrote seve 
years ago in his syndicated 
umn (1956): “If the urge 
drink is a disease so is the ! 
to eat, if uncontrollable. WHI 
the urge to overeat invaria) 
has an emotional background) 
have yet to hear of this urge 
ing thought of as a ‘disease.’ 
victim of epilepsy has a dise} 
and he is utterly innocent of 
conceived intent when a fit 
curs. This does not apply to 
alcoholic. He doesn’t have to 
drunk, he merely chooses to 
drunk. Everyone knows of peo} 
who decided to stop drinking 4 
stopped. Who ever heard of 
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a changing population area. 
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on stencils. Each month we will 
mail collection envelopes to 
each home in your _ parish. 
fests have shown that more 
jamilies use their envelopes 
fegularly when they receive 
them by mail each month... 
ind contributions do rise. 

ur Sunday Visitor, Inc., is today the largest supplier of en- 
‘elopes for Catholic parishes because of quality envelopes and 
fficient, personalized service for the past 40 years. 
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epileptic deciding to stop having 
seizures?” 

“The great amount of scientific 
attention veering toward the idea 
of alcoholism as a ‘disease,’ of 
necessity places the alcoholic in 
a position of lowered moral re- 
sponsibility. Thus the idea of al- 
coholism is accepted on the same 
basis as unwanted pregnancy. The 
idea of a ‘disease’ provides the 
alcoholic with an excuse to avoid 
reality and responsibility.” 

Laudable as are our efforts to 
reclaim the alcoholic priest, let 
us not lose the proper perspec- 
tive in directing his rehabilitation 
along the lines he knows are the 
only tried, albeit, hard lines! 

Sincerely, 

Parochus 
Wisconsin 


Terry Brennan 


ONGRATULATIONS on your 
excellent article on Brennan 
It is tops! 
L. E. Weber 
Blackduck, Minn. 


From A Layman 


N my home city on Sundays 

there are evening Masses, even 
though the Masses in the mornin 
start at seven and then continu 
each hour until about noon. Pert 
sonally I disapprove. I think th 
evening Mass encourages laziness 
lack of sacrifice, and lack of di 
cipline. I myself always go in th 
morning and feel smug about i 
(I know that feeling is wrong)) 


FOR CHURCHES 
Write for new free catalog 


= WCUlplon aaet 


Giac. Vincenzo 


MUSSNER 


ORTISEI 240 


CARVED 


Bolzano, Italy 


if you plan a funds appeal under the summer sun* 


remember 


the best time to plan is now 
and the best plans are made 


with lawson associates’ counsel 


/ *the major difference between summer and winter campaigns? the humidity! 


LAWSON ASSOCIATES in. 
Sond raiting ; Curae 
HOME OFFICE: 


53 North Park Avenue - Rockville Centre, New York 
Rockville Centre 6-8000 


BRANCHES: 
3545 Lindell Boulevard 24 North Wabash Ave. 101 Jones Building 
St. Louis 3, Missouri Chicago 2, Illinois Seattle 1, Washington 
Jefferson 5-6022 Financial 6-4504 Mutual 2-369 1 
"430 West Monroe Street 2015 J Street 624-736 Granville St. 
Jacksonville 2, Florida Sacramento 14, Calif. Vancouver, B. C. 
Elgin 3-3226 Z Hickory 6-5759 Mutual 4-2618 


———— 


= 
— —-= 


357 


Correspondence 


But I also feel that it is wrong to 
pass the whole Sunday until four 
or five or later before offering 
Mass. And in our parish it is scan- 
dalous to see people who aren’t on 
time at five p.m., are not yet pres- 
ent when the priest comes out to 
begin Mass. 


Everything today is so different. 
Is it a compromise? No Benedic- 
tion or vespers (unheard of), no 
crowning of the Queen of May, 
etc., children at Mass without 
rosary or book. I know that it is 
the parent’s job to instruct the 
children at home and all that, but 
they have obviously failed. Why 
do not our pastors show more in- 
terest in the passive spectators at 
Mass? Maybe we lay people could 
get together and help these future 
adults who probably will otherwise 
turn out to be about as wise (?) 
as their parents. 

I do honestly feel that our pas- 
tors, not all but some, soft-pedal 
what really matters and accentuate 
carnivals or fairs — or whatever 
fund raising event is in store. We 
need those things, I know. But 
what about stressing morning Mass 
(no children there, of course, un- 
less there is a school and they 


simply must go as a matter o 
course). And never a word is saic, 
I feel very strongly about this 
Or am I just being unfair? 

One of the laity 


Saving For The Mission} 


is is only recently that I ca 

across your useful and very d¢ 
lightful magazine. All through if 
pages there is the aroma of th 
breeze of a rectory. With no othe 
magazine would a priest feel 
much at home as with yours. An 
way, that is my experience. 


The letter of N. D. with the cay 
tion “Match the Tank’ appeari 
in your December, 1958 numbeé 
was apt to arouse the appreciatio; 
of priests in mission countries lik 
India. It is very consoling to kno} 
that there are priests in the mor} 
advanced countries who genuine 
feel for their “brother-priests wit? 
the same dignity who walk, us 
bikes, scooters or little cars whic} 
they can barely afford.” 

In American journals like Ou 
SUNDAY VIsITOR we often find a 
peals for funds to build church¢ 
and schools in India which are ¢ 


REAL SISTERS 


in MODERN DRESS 


Win souls for Christ through .. . 


Social Work @ Medical Work 


Catechetical Work 


A modern Community with public vows, designed 
E Its members 
follow a rule especially written for religious 
engaged in the parish apostolate. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO 


MISSION SISTERS OF THE HOLY GHOST 
Saginaw, Michigan 


to fit present day parish needs. 


1030 North River Road @ 
358 


A RECORD 


fo give you confidence... 


Among our most recent campaigns have been several for parishes pre- 
viously served by The Charles J. Francis Company, who have invited us 
to return to direct second campaigns. These include: 


Ist 2nd 
Campaign Campaign 
ST. JARLATH’S, Oakland, California _.................. $202,000 $220,000 
HOLY NAME, Omaha, Nebraska ...........0....ecce.--- $265,000 $276,000 


ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI, East Palo Alto, Calif. ....$105,000 $138,000 


Two additional such parishes will begin campaigns in the 
immediate future. 


Recent first campaigns include the following: 


St LEANDER S, san Leandro, Calif” 22.072... $210,000 
ST. MARY MAGDALEN, Everett, Wash. —.......000000000 000 .eeeeeeeeee $150,000 
SE OOS PMS. Alameda, (Calif. 255... accscse. seven eevee teaesene sae $260,000 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI, Spokane, Wash. (2 year plan) ........ $150,000 
ST. BERNADETTE, Seattle, Wash. ....222.....0000000.0000.ee eee Now in process 
ST. ELIZABETH, Oakland, Calif. (2nd campaign) ............ now in process 


These campaigns, and any of the others through which we have 
raised more than $50,000,000 for the Church and her institutions, rang- 
ing in achievement from $27,000 to more than $4,000,000, form a record 
in which we can take pride, and you can take confidence. 

In view of the unusually heavy demands for our service this year, 
which include parish campaigns for former clients and a number of 
others for new clients, plus a major diocesan program, may we ask 
those interested in our service to make their original inquiry as far 
as possible in advance of the dates desired for their campaings. Re- 
quests for programs on our 1959 fall and winter schedule should be 
made now, in order to reserve the most advantageous time for your 


particular campaign. 
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course essential for the progress of 
the Church. But one seldom finds 
in any American magazine any ac- 
count of the hardships of the over- 
worked Indian priests working in 
the villages (as opposed to those 
working in the towns) who have to 
walk for miles together to reach 
their out-stations. Most of them 
have to say two or three Masses on 
Sundays in different places, cover- 
ing long distances on foot or on 
bicycle, if they are lucky to have 
one. And about the struggle to 
make both ends meet by means of 
the meager allowance which their 
dioceses can afford to give, vol- 
umes could be written. This is a 
human problem which must be 
tackled on its own merit by the 
Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith with some Marshall Plan of 
the Church. 


And speaking of N. D.’s sugges- | 
tion, what about the money saved 
due to the difference in price be- 


‘tween the small cars and the big 


ones? The millions of dollars thus | 
saved by just half the 40,000 Amer- 
ican diocesan priests would be suf- 
ficient to provide all the 10,000 
and odd priests in India, Pakistan, 
Ceylon, Burma, and Formosa with 
some modern means of travel like | 
a scooter or motor cycle within 
three years. Of course, as a foreign- 
er, it is not for me to plead for any | 
such suggestion, though it has got! 
immense possibilities. It would 
work, however, only if it were pos-} 
sible to get back the spirit of the) 
early Christians! 
George Theckedath | 
Catholic Church 
Pathanamthitta 
Kerala, India 
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New Catholics 


through 
OuR SUNDAY VISITOR 


“Some 25 years ago my mother and father were married. My 
mother was a Baptist all of her 24 years, and Dad a Methodist. 
They moved to a little farm in Samuels, Kentucky. 


“One day when she was visiting a friend she happened to pick 
up OUR SUNDAY VISITOR and take it home with her. In it she 
read that the Catholic Church is the only true Church. This both- 
ered her for weeks, so finally she went to see Fr. James P. McGee 
(since deceased), pastor of St. Gregory’s Church in Samuels, with 
a congregation of not more than 200. 


“He instructed her, and after her third daughter was born, we 
were all baptized and Mother made her First Holy Communion. 
‘Last year my father became a Catholic (some 19 years later). It 
all comes to this: 


| “My parents were both married Protestants. They are now 
both Catholics. They have 10 children, all living. One daughter is 
-a Sister of Charity of Nazareth, Kentucky, and is now teaching 
‘school in Memphis. My brother studied for the priesthood; an- 
other wishes to be a priest. There are still eight children at home. 


“All of this because of a beautiful little paper we know as 
OUR SUNDAY VISITOR.” 


Yours very sincerely 
(Name withheld) 


Catholic strength 
through a strong Catholic Press 


OurR SUNDAY VISITOR sonrincron, wo1aNna 
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The Works Of 
St. Francis de Sales 


FoR many months I have been 

inquiring of booksellers in Chi- 
cago and New York for the works 
of Saint Francis de Sales compris- 
ing the series “Library of Saint 


PSS S 
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by Richard Ginder 
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and other communities of men 
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BERS 


Francis de Sales” (seven volumes, | 


London, Burns & Oates, 1908-1928) ; 


also for the two-volume “Life of | 


St. Francis de Sales” by H. Burton 
(also published by Burns and Oates 
in 1925). 

Since I have not been successful 
so far in obtaining any of these 
volumes, it has occurred to me that 
some priestly confrere may have 
them on his library shelves and 
may be willing to part with them 
for the benefit of one who is anx- 
ious to steep himself in all the 


writings of the Saint available in | 


English. I would be only too glad 


to pay for books as well as postage. | 


Yours in the Divine Word, 
Andrew V. Masters, S.V.D. 
St. Mary’s Mission House, 
Techny, Ill. 


The Matt Talbot Legion 


Dee your 

daily come in 
parishioners or friends who have 
an alcoholic problem would ap- 
preciate knowing about the Matt 
Talbot Legion. 


readers who 
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contact with | 
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Its purpose is to help alcoholics 
by spotlighting the means Matt 
Talbot used to overcome addic- 
tion to alcohol — Prayer, Con- 
fession, Mass and Communion. 

The families and friends of al- 
coholics are enrolled in this vast 
movement of prayer and supply 
the spiritual courage needed by 
their loved ones to make the de- 
cision to stop drinking. 

If your readers wish, they may 
refer the families and friends of 
alcoholics to us for a copy of the 
official prayers of the Legion. 
Nothing so consoles a distraught 
wife or mother as the knowledge 
that they are one of thousands 
praying for the salvation of a 
husband or boy. 

Prayers for alcoholics, prayers 
for the canonization of Matt Tal- 
bot, copies of the life of Matt 
Talbot are sent to all who write 
to the Matt Talbot Legion Head- 
quarters, 55  ##Demarest § Ave., 
Englewood, New Jersey. 

Anyone wishing copies of the 
prayers for alcoholics for distri- 
bution in the parish should con- 
tact the Legion headquarters. 

Cordially in Christ, 
Ronald F. Gray, O. Carm. 
National Director 


Postscript to the Angelus 
A recent news dispatch from 
Rome carried the account of 
a touching audience Pope John 
XXIII had recently, during which 
he expressed the hope that God 
would give enough time to accom- 
plish all he was planning to do. 
At the conclusion of the audi- 
ence, he invited the assembly to 
join him in reciting the Angelus. 
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He then requested them to add 
three Glorias for the three great 
projects he had in mind — the 
Ecumenical Council, the Roman 
Synod, and the revision of the 
Code of Canon Law. 

The custom of adding three 
Glorias to the Angelus is com- 
mon enough in Europe, but I 
believe it is not a general prac- 
tice here in America. 

It occured to me that it would 
be a wonderful consolation to the 
Holy Father, if all priests, re- 
ligious and laity adopted this cus- 
tom and added the three Glorias 
to their Angelus — and for the 
three intentions of Pope John. 
Even those who neglect the An- 
gelus could certainly remember to 
say the three Glorias three times 
a day. 

Assuredly God will bless abun- 
dantly the three cherished pro- 
jects of the Holy Father, especial- 
ly if he is continuously reminded 
from all sides that it is all for 
the glory of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

With kindest regards, I am, 

Fraternally in Christ and Mary, 

James M. Egan, O.P. 
School of Theology 
St. Mary’s College 
Notre Dame, Ind. 


Indian Friar Needs 
Help 


| am a Capuchin Father from the 
mission land of India, and a 
subscriber to THE Priest. Since 
it is such a useful magazine for us 
priests, I intend to renew my sub- 
scription. Only I wish I could get 
the four back numbers of this 
year: Jan., Feb., Mar., and April. 
Even damaged copies will do. 
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I began to get from May issue 
In that, among all the beautifu 
articles, I liked most the one or 
“How to Chase the Devil.” Somé¢ 
years ago I was in charge of 
small printing press, then I prin 
ed a few hundred copies of Leo 
ine Formula, which some I dis 
tributed and a few are still wit 
me. The article tells of the diffi 
culty of getting the Leonine Exo: 
cism,. I will gladly send you a fe 
copies. Since our printing is chea 
er we can print more than 1,00¢ 
copies for $10.00. I would like tq 
make a reprint for some goo 
friends even members of ou 
“Priestianity’ (a new word? 
meaning right? No?). 

When I printed the English at 
I also printed a few thousands i 
our vernacular (MALAYALAM) 
They are all disposed of except 
well-thumbed and dog-eared one i 
my Rituale parvum. You migh 
wonder if you hear that I ca 
print 4,000 copies if I get $25.0 
and distribute to 4,000 families 
If you can get me some help I can 
print both English and Malavalarm 
with a small block of St. Michael 
crushing the dragon. I leave this 
to your goodwill and generosity. 

I see in every issue of THE 
Priest a letter from some priest: 
from India. From such letters ] 
am sure you know the fate of ou 
Kerala — the smallest Indiar 
State. Though smallest, it contain: 
Y% of the Catholics of the whole 
of India. Still we have a Rec 
government — Red in “Re e 
nomine.” Well, it is a pity and we 
pray God to remove this evil. Twe 
of the ministers are Catholics! no 
Sunday Catholics, not even Easte 
ones! 

The Catholics of Kerala are be 
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Recent Publications 
PRIESTS’ PROBLEMS THE CHILDREN’S MASS 


By Vy. Rev. E. J. Mahoney, D.D. 


Every Priest in the active ministry 
will welcome this new book. It con- 
tains the answers to a large variety 
of questions on points of moral, can- 
onical, liturgical and rubrical interest, 
according to the latest Roman decrees. 
There is a complete Index of all mat- 
ters treated as well as an Index of all 
Canons referred to. 8 vo., 468 pages, 

$6.00 


By Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Henry M. Veith 


Contains the Mass prayers in dia- 
logue form, together with text of 
hymns for use during Mass. In line 
with the new “Instruction” on_ the 
participation by the laity in the Mass, 
the book includes a ‘‘Commentator’s” 
part. 

The book is printed in large clear 
type, with specially drawn pictures to 
illustrate the principal parts of the 
Mass. 64 Pages, 514” x 81%”’, 36 cents. 


At your local bookstore or from 
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Correspondence 


longing to three Rites: Latin, 
Syriac, Malankara. It may be of 
interest to you to hear that I was 
born in the Syrian Rite and am 
now in the Latin Rite. One of my 
brothers is a priest in the Malan- 
kara Rite too. So in one family, 
parents and four brothers Syrians, 
one brother Latin and one Malan- 
karas! 

Our Calvary Friary is a new 
foundation in the Diocese of Tri- 
chur. Only the chapel is complete. 
Our friary is not built yet. Now, 
we, four Priests, and three broth- 
ers stay in a temporary building. 
We await some benefactors to 
come and help us. Rev. Father 
Superior is trying to find some 
friends to build our friary and he 
asked me to find some friends 
to help us to get some water. You 
will sure wonder at this: In your 
luxury you will never bother about 
your water problem! Well, we 
aren’t so lucky. Our compound 
has an old well about forty feet 
deep and it gets dried up for 
three months. So we are planning 
to sink another. 

I made a little appeal to some 
friends and got a small amount. 
It is, Fr. Superior says, just 
enough for sinking a forty-foot 
deep (six-foot radius) well. But 
it is not enough. We would like 
to get a small motor (2 H.P.) and 
pump and some pipes. For these 
I would like to ask you to help me 
through some of your friends. I 
don’t want you to print this 
clumsy letter in THE Priest unless 
(if you wish to) you shape it up 
and on condition my name and 
address are withheld. If you wish 
to put an appeal let the friends 
send you their contributions and 
you send me what you get, de- 
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ducting of course mailing an 
clerical expenses. If I can get just 
$500 I can help my Superior tc 
supply us water. May Jesus bless 
us. 
Yours sincerely, 
(Name on request) 


Pastoral Neglect 


Eo Owing is.an excerpt fro 
a letter received this Christmas, 
from a smart woman, a writer, wh 
braved family ostracism a fe 
years ago to enter the Church. ¥ 
have changed only proper name 
to disguise the source of this let; 
ter. And, Father, I see no point i 
publishing my name either, if per 
chance you think the excerpt woul 
touch some sacerdotal hearts. 


“Here in our new home we ar 
just two blocks from the Catholi 
Church, a little one (there ar 
only two or three hundred Cath 
olics in the vicinity) named St. Al- 
bert’s, and that pleases me ver 
much as I have never been clos 
enough before to just ‘drop in’ asI 
do now. I wish Catholics — an 
some priests too, Father—had the: 
charity and zeal that I see in such) 
people as the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 


“As soon as we got here I went! 
to see our pastor, Father Riley, told 
him this would be our permanent. 
home, and asked him to come and 
bless it. I also told him about my 
good pagan husband, Bud, that I 
wanted him to meet him because 
he was ripe for the picking. At 
that time I also met several Cath- 
olic ladies, parishioners of St. Al- 
bert’s. I told Father Riley I had 
plenty of time on my hands and 
wanted really to be a part of the 
church and do something to help. 
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Correspondence 


“Months have gone by. I have 
heard nothing from him, my house 
is unblessed, and no Catholic has 
come to see me. But this is not my) 
first puzzling experience. When- 
ever I have told laymen or priests 
I want them to meet Bud, to help 
me to bring him to the Faith, I 
have always gotten the reply, 
‘don’t rush him,’ and no one seems 
to care. Bud will come to Mass 
with me on Sundays, but, being 
his wife, that is as far as I can | 
lead him. 


“Bud is 58 years old, has had. 
two heart attacks, has never been) 
baptized. I don’t think what I ask 
would be rushing him. And I can- 
not help musing bitterly that if 
we had come here as Baptists or 
Methodists or some other kind of 
Protestants, the minister and his) 
wife would have popped in to call, 
Bud would have been approached 
by a committee of men inviting 
him to join some fellowship group, | 
and I no doubt would by now be 
a member of some Ladies’ Auxili- 
ary group. Being a member of the 
One True Church can sometimes 
be such a chill comfort.” 


There you are, Father. And I 
could repeat the story ad nauseam. 
I’ve often thought a priest’s maga- 
zine such as yours could do with a 
regular feature called something 
like “Indifferent Shepherds.” It. 
would certainly be a negative ap- 
proach, but somehow, somewhere, 
the number of souls lost to the 
Church from clerical indifference 
should be pointed out. And I say 
this fully realizing that I have 


sinned grievously too in this mat- 
ter. 


Sincerely, 
Jesuit Father 
Mississippi 


An tdeal remembrance 
from you to the Seminarian 


~ Christ in the Seminarian 


A new OSV book by Father Richard Klaver, the 
Spiritual Director of Our Lady of the Lake Seminary. 
Father Klaver’s many years of experience and sin- 
cere interest in helping seminarians to reach spiritual 
maturity have produced a book which will greatly 
help all young men preparing for the priesthood. 


CHRIST IN THE SEMI- 
NARIAN is a book our 
seminarians will enjoy 
reading and will find 
helpful throughout their 
seminary training. Bishop 
Pursley recommends this La | 
book highly in his Intro- , ee 
duction. Surely, this in- for Minor 
formative and_ inspiring 7 
book will be a most ap- 
preciated remembrance. 
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176 pages 
plus attractive, durable cover 
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What grade of votive light should you buy? 


VIGIL LIGHT® A nationally 
- known light with a nationally 
i known name, the exclusive prop- 
erty of Will G Baumer. Made from 
the finest of wax to the strictest 
quality standards, insuring long, 
clean, trouble-free burning. Vigil 
Lights* withstand wide temperature 
variations and will not slump or 
wilt. Available in 24, 15, and 10 
hour size tapered and 10, 8, 6, 4, 
and Z hour size, straight side. 


These little candles nourish spiritual ADORATION LIGHT® The some 
. J s e : quality wax mixture as the genuine 
graces by fanning sparks of faith, confidence Vigil Light with practically the same 
< 4 3 burning qualities. Varies only in 
and hope in the hearts of the faithful. volume of wax and bulk packed in 
plain cartons for greater economy. 
Available in 10, 8, 6, 4, and 2 hour 

In this fulfillment you may select from  $!7¢%. straight side. 


rT @ eget Yee he Aap Ie aE ee ; GLEAMLIGHTS® Our most eco- 
Will & Baumer’s triple offering of a choice noritdali hGhVethe Cerna cr SeCemEe 
Adoration Light but made of less 
costly wax and with a lower melt- 
ing and deformation point. Bulk 
packed in plain, low-cost cartons. 
Available in 10, 8, 6, 4, and 2 hour 
sizes, straight side. 


*Vigil light is the trade name 

e identifying the votive lights 
made exclusively by Will & 
Baumer. 
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The answer is simple . . . requiring only 
a balancing of the ideal against the prac- 


tical. That's why Will & Baumer produces 


three grades of lights for votive purposes. 


of sizes, wax mixtures and costs best suited 


to your needs. 
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